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JOHNSTON

COVID curbs buses, closes Barnes School
Already in short-supply, bus 
drivers forced to quarantine

By RORY SCHULER
 
Packets of schoolwork await students 

outside the main entrance doors. 
The grounds were quiet, except for 

the helpful voice of a school office 
employee talking through a slightly 
opened window.

Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School 
in Johnston has been closed for the week 
after a significant COVID-19 outbreak.

Barnes Principal Jill Souza said the 
school, at last count, had 23 positive 
cases (15 students and 8 teachers/staff). 

She also said several staff members 
have been hit hard by the virus.

“Some members of our staff are very 
ill,” Souza said Tuesday. “As a leader, I 
want to keep everyone safe.”

Souza distributed a statement to par-
ents, guardians, staff and faculty.

“After reviewing all data on recent 
cases and infection rates from the past 
24 hours at Barnes School and in an ef-
fort to keep all students, faculty, staff, 
and families safe, I am suspending 

23 cases & counting in big 
elementary school ‘cluster’

By PETE FONTAINE

They toasted “Tambo” — a mighty man peo-
ple called a class act, a mentor, role model, a 
dapper dresser and the epitome of a “cop’s cop” 
— Saturday morning inside the jam-packed 
Johnston Municipal Courthouse.

“I’m here to honor a living legend!” exclaimed 
U.S. Sen. Jack Reed (D-Rhode Island). “We’ve 
been friends for years. Richard’s whole life has 
been about service and that’s why we are all 
here today.”

That’s also the way top-ranking officials from 
the state’s law enforcement community and po-
litical leadership described Richard S. Tambu-
rini, who was honored with the once-in-a-life-
time and emotional experience of naming the 
Johnston Police Department headquarters on 
Atwood Avenue in his name.

The ceremony, as current Johnston Chief Jo-
seph P. Razza, who succeeded Tamburini, said 
during his heart-warming welcome: “This is a 
special honor to memorialize and commemorate 
a career filled with and worthy of the utmost re-
spect.”

Razza called upon the JPD Honor Guard to 
present the colors, then introduced Alicia Bed-
rosian, who delivered an inspirational rendition 
of the National Anthem.

“It is truly an honor for me to emcee this event 
and to pay tribute to his long and distinguished 
career in law enforcement that spanned 54 years, 
25 of which he was our chief here in Johnston.”

He then called upon Pastor Chris Abhulime 
from King’s Tabernacle Church who also serves 
as Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. Daniel McKee, 
for the opening prayer he followed with a spe-
cial State of Rhode Island Citation for Tambu-
rini.

HAIL TO THE EX-CHIEF
JPD Station

renamed 
‘Richard S. 
Tamburini 

Public Safety 
Complex’

MONUMENT UNVEILED: Johnston Town Council Vice President Joseph Polisena Jr., who proposed the naming of 
the Richard S. Tamburini Public Safety Complex and JPD Chief Joseph P. Razza, remove  the protective covering at the 
conclusion of Saturday’s super ceremony for the former JPD chief in honor of his 54-year career in law enforcement.
(Photos courtesy Johnston Police)

FIRST FAMILY: 
Richard S. Tamburini 
is joined by his 
wife Marie and 
family; daughter 
Lisa Tamburini, son 
Joseph Tamburini, 
daughter-in-law 
Erica Tamburini, 
grandson Drew 
Tamburini, 
granddaughters 
Jessica and Cecelia 
Tamburini and sister 
Roseann Cerbo 
during Saturday’s 
heart-warming 
dedication 
ceremony.
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By RORY SCHULER

Many members of Johnston’s al-
ready depleted pool of eligible and 
willing school bus drivers are now 
isolated in quarantine.

Earlier this week, suddenly, parents 
who rely on school bus transportation 
in Johnston to get their kids to school 
had to scramble to find another op-
tion.

Then, on Wednesday evening, the 
district announced the problem was 
rectified and bus service would re-

turn Thursday. 
“(Tuesday) afternoon we were in-

formed that some of our bus drivers 
were close contacts,” Assistant Su-
perintendent Julie-anne Zarrella said 
Wednesday morning. “We reported 
this news to RIDOH and they in-
structed us to where we are now. We 
are doing our very best to keep our 
students safe and in school. This situ-
ation was very unexpected.”

Zarrella wrote parents with “an 
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Choose 
Neighborhood 
INTEGRITY...
a Medicare-Medicaid 
Plan with $0 premiums 
and NEW, extra 
benefits in 2022

Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island is a health plan that contracts 
with both Medicare and Rhode Island Medicaid to provide the benefits of 
both programs to enrollees.

Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island ©2021

1-844-812-6896 (TTY 711) nhpri.org/INTEGRITY

 òHealthy food savings card
 òGym membership and  
activity tracker
 òCompanion services at your home
 òHome-delivered meals after  
a hospital stay or surgery
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By RORY SCHULER

Johnston Police are looking for a man they believe may be responsible for an at-
tempted theft in town.

The department released a photograph of the suspect and is asking the public for 
help locating the individual.

“The Johnston Police Department seeks the public’s assistance in locating a suspect 
wanted in a recent larceny attempt,” according to a statement from Chief Joseph P. 
Razza.

Johnston Police are looking for Derrick Eugene Jemison, 24. 
Jemison is wanted in connection to an attempted larceny that occurred on the eve-

ning of Dec. 7, according to Johnston Police.
“During the course of the investigation, it was revealed through video surveillance 

that Jemison attempted to gain entry into unoccupied vehicles parked in residential 
areas off of Plainfield Street,” Razza said in a statemen. “Those who have information 
regarding the location of Derrick Eugene Jemison are asked to contact the Johnston 
Police Department at 401-231-4210.”

Johnston experienced a rash of attempted vehicle break-ins and car thefts over the 
past two months. They recently released images of an individual wearing a mask and 
a hood testing door handles in several neighborhoods. Now, they’ve released the im-
age of a suspect in at least one case.

“As you know, we’ve committed time and resources into apprehending those in-
dividuals who are responsible in these resent thefts and are committed to bringing 
them to justice,” Razza said Friday. “This is a quality of life issue that is paramount 
to the Johnston Police.”

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, Razza said Jemison remained at-large.
“He’s still out there,” Razza said.

Johnston Police release 
photo, ask public for help 

locating at-large attempted 
larceny suspect

WANTED

SUSPECT AT-LARGE: Johnston Police are asking anyone with information regard-
ing the location of Derrick Eugene Jemison to contact the Department at 401-231-
4210. (Photo courtesy Johnston Police)

johnstonsunrise.net
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Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 12/31/21.Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 12/31/21.

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
LUNCH OR DINNER 

COUPON VALID ON SANDWICHES OR ENTREES 
(OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE) 

Not valid with online, Grubhub, and DoorDash orders. Offer valid Sunday - Thursday 
only at IGGY'S BOARDWALK. OFFER VALID FOR LUNCH OR DINNER. 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE OFFER. EXCLUDES 
ALL LOBSTER DISHES. 18% GRATUITY ON BILL INCLUDED PRIOR TO DISCOUNT. 

NOT VALID ON TAKE-OUT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER offers. 
Not valid on Holidays. No separate checks allowed.

Offer expires 12/31/21. WB WB WB

By RORY SCHULER

Zahan Akbar filled the syringe with a booster dose of 
Phizer COVID-19 vaccine.

Delivering jabs and testing customers for the virus con-
sumes larger and larger portions of regular business hours 
each day at the Atwood Pharmacy. 

It can be difficult to find a same-day appointment for a 
booster shot in Rhode Island. Virus testing is also in high 
demand, as the Ocean State reports its first confirmed case 
of COVID-19 caused by the Omicron variant. 

An independent, privately owned pharmacy like At-
wood, however, offers walk-in appointments for testing, 
vaccines and boosters. The Atwood Pharmacy, at 1302 At-
wood Ave., Johnston, also offers all three types of approved 
COVID-19 vaccines: Phizer, Moderna and Johnson & John-
ston. 

“We actually completely ran out of tests last week,” said 
Akbar, owner of Atwood Pharmacy, as he took just a sec-
ond to deliver a booster in a quick, practically painless jab. 
“We’ve resumed now, and we should be good for a while.”

The pharmacy was forced to stop offering tests late last 
week, after a new wave of infection washed over the re-
gion, depleting testing supply stocks. After the arrival of a 
new shipment, Atwood Pharmacy is again offering walk-in 
testing, boosters and initial vaccinations.

Waiting times for booster shot appointments, made via 
state-sanctioned points-of-distribution, can be as much as 
1-2 weeks. The holidays have also increased demand for 
both vaccinations and virus tests.

Last Saturday, Dec. 11, Rhode Island Governor Dan 
McKee and the state Department of Health (RIDOH) an-
nounced Rhode Island’s “first case of COVID-19 caused 
by the Omicron variant (variant B.1.1.529) has been identi-
fied.”

“The case was identified through the ongoing genomic 
surveillance program coordinated by RIDOHs State Health 
Laboratories,” according to a press release. 

According to the DOH and McKee’s office, “the indi-
vidual who tested positive is a person in their 20s who 
lives in Providence County and recently returned from 
travel in New York. The individual completed a pri-
mary vaccination series and had no record of a booster 
shot.”

Facing an increasing case backload, the state is conduct-
ing contact tracing tied to the first confirmed Omicron case.

McKee was scheduled to announce a “comprehensive 
set of actions to address an increase in COVID-19 cases 
and alleviate pressure on our hospital system while at the 
same time keeping schools open for in-person learning and 
preventing economic disruptions to small businesses” on 
Wednesday afternoon, according to a statement from his 
office.

Schools are seeing dramatic increases in infections. The 
Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School in Johnston has 
closed for the week following an outbreak among students.

The Atwood Pharmacy has been helping to provide rap-
id and PCR virus testing for “close contacts” identified by 
Johnston School District contact-tracers.

The pharmacy is also reaching out to Cranston Schools to 
help provide high-demand testing, vaccinations and boost-
ers.

“It’s a time-sensitive manner, especially with parents and 
children, and with the state having limited supplies,” said 
Cranston native and Atwood Pharmacy Manager Jester 
Lippert. “We’ve been working really closely with the John-
ston School District, as well as starting to open up to Cran-
ston Schools. They can send their students here for testing. 
So that we help the community; it’s protecting the students, 
it’s kind of reducing the stress off of parents, as well as kind 
of helping us build our brand in the community.”

Atwood Pharmacy rapid testing costs about $35, and is 
eligible via reimbursement from customers’ insurance carri-

Need a first jab, booster or a test?
Independent Atwood 

Pharmacy offers 
walk-in jabs & swabs

ers. Results are available in about 10 minutes. The Atwood 
Pharmacy accepts most (nearly all) forms of insurance.

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests, required for stu-
dents to return to school, are free, and Lippert said the 
pharmacy’s contracted laboratory has been able to send 
results in about 24-48 hours “in most cases.” 

The state has also started “encouraging 16- and 17-year-
olds who have completed the primary COVID-19 vaccine 
series to get booster doses in Rhode Island,” according to a 
press release. The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has updated their recommendation for booster 
doses for everyone 16 and older, and booster doses have 
been suggested to help fight the new, spreading Omicron 
variant. 

“Rhode Island has been experiencing high levels of  
COVID-19 community transmission since August 2021 
and we have seen the transmission rate increase signifi-
cantly during the last several weeks,” according to the 
DOH. “With expected new variants, people spending 
more time indoors, and the high rate of community trans-
mission, hospitalizations in Rhode Island are predicted to 
increase over the coming weeks and into early 2022. Al-
though the dominant strain of COVID-19 is the Delta vari-
ant, the Omicron variant has been identified in neighbor-
ing states and is expected to cause a significant number of 
COVID-19 infections in Rhode Island within the coming 
weeks and months. Booster doses are a critical tool to help 
limit spread and prevent serious illness.”

IMMUNITY BOOSTER: Zahan Akbar, owner of the Atwood Pharmacy, has watched demand for COVID-19 
tests, vaccines and booster shots climb quickly over the past few weeks. Akbar holds a Phizer booster shot, mo-
ments before delivering it. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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Our Lady of Grace Church
15 George Waterman Road, Johnston

231-2220

Christmas Eve – December 24
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
3:30 PM – Christmas Concert

4:00 – Mass

Christmas Day – December 25
� e Nativity of the Lord

12:00 AM – Traditional Midnight Mass
9:00 AM – Christmas Day Mass

December 31
� e Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

4:00PM

Season
REMEMBER THE 

REASON FOR THE

� e following
churches

invite you to
celebrate the
true meaning
of Christmas

Oak Lawn Community
Baptist Church

229 Wilbur Avenue, Cranston – 944-0864
� e Rev. Barbara DaCosta

Sunday, November 28
9:30 AM – First Sunday in Advent. 

Worship Service including the “Hanging of the Greens.”

Sunday, December 5
9:30 AM – Second Sunday in Advent. 

Worship Service including Children’s Christmas Pageant 
with special Christmas co� ee hour and indoor caroling.

Sunday, December 12
9:30 AM – � ird Sunday in Advent. 

Worship Service with musical program 
led by the Sanctuary Choir. 

Sunday, December 19
9:30 AM – Fourth Sunday in Advent. 

Worship Service with a special Christmas message 
by Bob Butzier for the children in us all.

 Friday, Christmas Eve, December 24
5:00 PM – Christmas Eve service. Featuring special music, 

readings and an inspirational message for all.

Sunday, December 26
9:30 AM – Worship Service. Join us for a Carol Sing and 

Christmas Devotional by Pastor Barbara.

Sunday, January 2
9:30 AM – Holy Communion and dedication of the 

New Year to God.

St. Robert Bellarmine Church
1804 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919

Rev. Richard A. Narciso, Pastor
Joseph P. Tumminelli, Deacon Assistant

Friday, December 24th — Christmas Eve
4:30 PM — Vigil Mass

10:00 PM — Christmas Prelude Music with
Tom and Paula Roy
10:30 PM — Mass

Saturday, December 25th — Christmas Day
10:00 AM – Mass

Mass WILL NOT be celebrated at 5:00 PM.

Saturday, January 1st — New Year’s Day
10:00 AM — Mass of the Solemnity of Mary, 

the Mother of God
Mass WILL NOT be celebrated at 5:00 PM.

In the midst of all that this most wonderful time of year has 
to o� er, let us be sure to respond to the invitation to allow 
the peace, hope, love and joy of the Christ Child to � ll our 
hearts, minds and homes throughout the entire Christmas 

season and the whole new year, too.

St. Rocco’s Church
927 Atwood Avenue, Johnston – 942-5203

Christmas Eve
Friday,  December 24

5:00 PM - Christmas Mass Vigil
11:30 PM - Christmas Carols
12:00 AM - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25

8:00 AM (Bilingual Italian/English) -11:00 AM

New Year’s Day
Feast of Mary, Mother of God

Saturday, January 1, 2022 - 8:00 AM

Feast of the Epiphany
Saturday, January 1, 2022

5:00 PM- Feast of the Epiphany Vigil Mass
Sunday, January 2, 2022

8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon

May the Peace and Joy of Christ be with you this Christmas 
and throughout the New Year.

I will remember you and your loved ones with warmth and 
love as I celebrate Mass this Christmas.

■ Buses
(Continued from page 1)

By RORY SCHULER

Saturday, Dec. 18, will the last day to get a jab at 
Sockanosset Cross Road in Cranston, as COVID-19 
rates surge in the Ocean State, and Rhode Island tran-
sitions to new strategies for fighting the virus. 

“Responding to the public request for COVID-19 
vaccination sites that are closer to home, Rhode Island 
will be running approximately 100 COVID-19 vacci-
nation clinics in settings such as schools, churches, 
senior centers, and many other community sites over 
the next month,” according to a press release from the 
state’s Department of Health. “These clinics are in ad-
dition to the vaccination opportunities in pharmacies 
and the offices of many primary care providers.”

The list of community clinics can be found at: covid.
ri.gov/vaccination. 

“COVID-19 booster doses are available at many of 
these clinics,” according to DOH. “All Rhode Island-
ers who are 18 and older and who completed a prima-
ry COVID-19 vaccination series should get a booster 
dose. (If you got Pfizer or Moderna for your primary 
series, you can get a booster dose at least six months 
later. If you got Johnson & Johnson for your primary 
series, you can get a booster dose at least two months 
later.)”

As the strategy shifts, “operations at Rhode Island’s 
remaining state-run and municipal-run vaccination 
sites will wind down,” according to the DOH.

Sockanosset Cross Road, at 100 Sockanosset Cross 
Road, Cranston, will cease regular operations Dec. 18, 
and the final day for “regular operations at the East 
Providence vaccination site (585 Taunton Avenue, 
East Providence) will be Dec. 29.”

“The vaccination site at Sockanosset has adminis-
tered approximately 211,000 doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine since opening in January 2021, and the East Prov-
idence site has administered approximately 21,000 
doses since opening in May 2021,” according to the 
DOH. “Vaccination provides protection against seri-
ous COVID-19 illness. Pairing vaccination with other 
prevention measures, such as testing, masking, venti-
lation, and physical distancing, is key to preventing 
COVID-19 transmission in Rhode Island.”

Rhode Island launched state-run and municipal-run 

State transitions to 
‘community located’ 
COVID-19 vax sites

SITES - PAGE 8■

important update” late 
Wednesday evening. 

“I am happy to share 
good news with every-
one,” Zarrella wrote. 
“Beginning tomorrow, 
all buses will be sched-
uled to run as usual. We 
are safely able to trans-
port ALL Johnston stu-
dents for the remainder 
of this year.”

“Students attending 
St. Rocco’s and Trinity 
will still require their 
own transportation un-
til further notice,” the 
message to parents con-
tinued. “Thank you to 
Durham Bus, JPS Facili-
ties, Nurse Valerie, our 
Administrators, and 
the Johnston Police for 
their help in expediting 
this process and keep-
ing our students safe. 
Lastly, thank you to our 
parents and guardians 
for your understanding 
while we conducted our 
COVID protocols.”

Parents lined up out-
side open Johnston 
schools Wednesday 
morning to drop off stu-
dents. 

The Johnston Police 
Department stepped up 
to help keep the situa-
tion running as smooth-

ly as possible. 
School administrators 

expected the problem to 
linger past the Holiday 
break. 

On Wednesday night, 
Zarrella was relieved 
the situation was 
solved.

“We are good to go to-
morrow,” she said. “I’m 
thrilled!”

The Sarah Dyer Barnes 
Elementary School in 
Johnston closed this 
week after tests results 
revealed more than 20 
cases of COVID-19 in 
students and staff. 

District administra-
tors are coping with 
multiple staffing issues, 
virus outbreaks and 
contact tracing, and 
now the transportation 
dilemma. 

Since the start of the 
school year, the district 
has struggled to hire 
and keep school bus 
drivers.

“We were already 
short four drivers, and 
now have 13 drivers 
out due to COVID pro-
t o c o l s / q u a r a n t i n e , ” 
Zarrella said Wednes-
day morning.. “Hence, 
the recent outcome. 
This morning ran very 
smoothly in spite of the 
lack of busing. We are 
hoping dismissals run 
just as well.”
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Much of our population experiences dental 
anxiety, with over 20% of people reporting 
they avoid going to the dentist because of 
fear. In response to patient avoidance, the 
dental industry is making progress in mitigating 
the stressful factors of pain and uncertain 
outcomes. To relieve the fear of the experience 
completely, sedation dentistry is available. 
This involves using medication to induce a 
relaxed sleep-like state for procedures ranging 
from routine cleanings and fillings to complex 
treatments. In cosmetic dentistry, a source 
of stress may stem from uncertainty about 
results that are going to be life-long. Providing 
patients with tangible visuals, technology such 
as virtual results, mockups using 3D-printed 

trials, or a combination of these, relieves patient 
expectations and anxieties.

 No matter what your oral concerns may be, 
we want you to be comfortable coming to our 
office.  We try to make all our patients’ visits 
as relaxing as possible. If you are hesitant about 
visiting the dentist and haven’t done so in a 
while,  we invite you to call us at DENTAL ARTS 
GROUP  and find out how satisfying,  rewarding, 
even life-changing a visit to the dentist can be. 
For full-service, patient-friendly dental care in a 
comfortable atmosphere, make an appointment 
today at  1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston. You can 
reach us at 401-521-3661.

P. S.   Types of sedation used in dentistry 
include inhaled, oral, IV, and general anesthesia.

DENTISTS STRIVE TO REDUCE PATIENT ANXIETY

39 Phenix Avenue, Cranston  RI

944-8428

Happy Holidays

from 

A Dog’s Best Friend
Melissa and Cheryl are back

Now Reopened For Our 49th Year In Business

BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

Learn the Ins and Outs of  
Reverse Mortgages from a Local Expert

Financing loans up to $4,000,000
n  Establish a line of credit that grows*
n  Payoff your existing mortgage debt 
n  Maximize your cash flow

*If part of your loan is held in a line of credit upon which you may draw, then the unused portion of the line of credit will grow 
in size each month. The growth rate is equal to the sum of the interest rate plus the annual mortgage insurance premium rate 
being charged on your loan. 
This material has not been reviewed, approved or issued by HUD, FHA or any government agency. The company is not affiliated 
with or acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA or any other government agency. 
© 2021 Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC, 1455 Broad St., 2nd Floor, Bloomfield, NJ 07003, 1-888-494-0882. Company 
NMLS ID # 1019941. For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Not all products and options are available in 

all states. Terms subject to change without notice. Certain conditions and fees apply. This is not a loan commitment. All loans subject to approval. LXXXX-Exp062021  
Branch NMLS #1371635. 8 Red Cross Ave., Newport, RI 02840. Massachusetts Mortgage Licensed Lender  No. ML1019941; Rhode Island 
Licensed Lender #20132869LL

CAROL MILLER
Reverse Mortgage Specialist 
NMLS #595725
401.406.1247 
cmiller@reversefunding.com
reversefunding.com/carol-miller

in-person learning and 
activity for all class-
rooms at Sarah Dyer 
Barnes School,” Souza 
wrote. “Unfortunately, 
the school cannot sustain 
in-person learning due 
to the high percentage 
of students out and staff 
shortages. This guidance 
is based on existing re-
search, public health rec-
ommendations, current 
policies, and input from 
the RIDOH.”

“Students will have ac-
cess to work packets and 
their teacher’s Google 
Classroom where work 
will be posted by class-
room teachers who will 
be checking in with stu-
dents throughout the 
day,” the principal’s mes-
sage continued.

“This temporary class-
room closure starts 
(Dec. 14) and continues 
through Friday (Dec. 17) 
for all children/students 
and staff/faculty from 
all classrooms,” Souza 
wrote.

Students in Grades 3-5 
who were in school last 
Friday, took Chrome-
books home already.

“If your child was not 
in school today or in 
Grades K-2, the school 
will call you tomorrow 
to set up a time to come 
to pick up the Chrome-
book,” Souza wrote.

“The estimated re-
turn to in-person learn-
ing for students is 
Monday, Dec. 20, 2021, 
we will update you 
if this status chang-
es,” Souza concluded. 
“We encourage you to 
watch for all symptoms 
of COVID-19 and we 
suggest that if you or 
anyone in your family 
are experiencing one 
or more of the follow-
ing: fever, cough, loss 
of sense of taste and/
or smell, shortness of 
breath, or fatigue to 
schedule a COVID-19 

test immediately. Last-
ly, thank you for your 
patience and support, 
it is truly appreciated.”

According to the re-
sponse to an emailed 
request for comment, 
Johnston Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Bernard 
DiLullo Jr.  is “not in the 
office this week and (has) 
limited accessibility.”

He referred questions 
to Assistant Superinten-
dent Julie-anne Zarrella. 

“Every sniffle is a 
worry,” Zarrella said 
Wednesday. “I have par-
ents who don’t want to 
send their kids to school 
right now. And I have 
parents who have to send 
their kids to school. It’s 
our priority to keep our 
staff and kids healthy. 
Our nurses are working 
extremely hard.”

Souza watched a subtle 
rise in COVID cases in 
the school immediately 
following Thanksgiving. 

On Monday, Nov. 
29, two students tested 
positive, she explained. 
By mid-week, a teacher 
tested positive, and then 
three or four more stu-
dents by the weekend. By 
the next week, the num-
ber of confirmed infected 
students and staff had 
climbed to 14.

“It was a big jump,” 
Souza said. Rigorous 
contact tracing began.

Prior to closure of 
the school, the princi-
pal watched enrollment 
decrease by 35 percent 
(around 90 percent of 
the school’s 283 students 
were absent; kept home 
by parents or quaran-
tined).

“Due to the cluster at 
Barnes, the DOH has 
stated that anyone with 
one symptom is now re-
quired to stay home,” 
Zarrella wrote in an 
emailed response to 
questions on Tuesday. 
“Our determination to 
make these changes are 
based on data and the 
advice of the RIDOH. If 
we need to close a class-

room, it is due to the high 
number of positive cases, 
close contacts, and/or 
staff shortages.  Teach-
ers who are able to work 
from their classrooms 
(have not tested positive 
and are not quarantined), 
are not interacting with 
other staff members, but 
will remain in their room 
throughout the school 
day, and will check in 
with their students peri-
odically.”

Other schools in 
the district have been 
struggling with rising 
cases of the virus, how-
ever Barnes has been 
hit recently in recent 
months. Winsor Hill El-
ementary dealt with an 
outbreak early in the 
school year, but only 
closed for one day after 
more than 20 cases sur-
faced there. 

“All of our school sites 
have been impacted, 
but not as severely as 
Barnes,” Zarrella said. 
“All schools experience 
new positive cases daily. 
Ferri continues to strug-
gle with staff shortages, 
and the ECC is another 
school that has had to 
make adjustments to the 
learning.”

Through it all, school 

staff has been working 
hard to provide a safe, 
stable school environ-
ment. The virus, howev-
er, has made an already 
unprecedented situation 
more difficult.

“As you can imagine 
this has been extremely 
stressful for administra-
tors, nurses, staff and 
teachers,” Zarrella said. 
“We do our best to keep 
everyone safe as that 
is our top priority, but 
schools cannot shoulder 
sole responsibility. We 
need everyone’s help es-
pecially now during the 
winter and holiday sea-
son.”

The school closure was 
primarily linked to the 
lack of staff (with several 
teachers out sick) and ex-
treme lack of substitute 
teachers.

“The decision to do 
what we did (close 
Barnes), was based on 
the staff shortages there,” 
Zarrella said Wednesday. 
“The teachers who are 
not ill are teaching. Some 
are quarantined and 
teaching at home. Some 
are not quarantined, and 
teaching from their class-
rooms. Everything we’ve 
done has been with state 
guidance.”

■ Barnes
(Continued from page 1)

CLOSED FOR COVID: Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School in Johnston has been closed for the week after 
a significant COVID-19 outbreak. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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TERRIFIC TRIBUTE: Mayor Joseph Polisena and U.S. Senator Jack Reed (right) 
were among the many dignitaries who spoke during Saturday’s extraordinary unveil-
ing of the Richard S. Tamburini Public Safety Complex named in honor of the recently 
retired and highly-respected former JPD chief. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

CHIEF’S CORNER: Providence Police Col. Chief Hugh Clements is all smiles he 
joins Richard S. “Tambo” Tamburini, who before his extraordinary 25 career as John-
ston Police Chief, served in the Providence Police Department. 

■ Chief
(Continued from page 1)

In all, there were nine 
guest speakers who con-
tinuously eulogized Tam-
burini, a seasoned police 
officer who, as each per-
son emphasized, led the 
Providence Police and 
Johnston Police in highly-
impressive proficient po-
lice protection of the citi-
zens in Johnson as well as 
the state’s largest city.

One of the speakers 
was the Town Council 
member who proposed 
Saturday’s tremendous 
tribute and testimonial.

Last year, when Tambu-
rini announced he would 
retire as JPD chief, John-
ston Town Council Vice 
President Joseph Polisena 
Jr. proposed naming JPD 
headquarters in the Tam-
burini’s name.

The idea met with in-
stant agreement. Razz 
thought it was a good 
idea. Johnston Mayor 
Joseph Polisena whole-
heartedly endorsed the 
idea. And then it was pre-
sented to the Town Coun-
cil and was quickly and 
unanimously endorsed 
by President Robert V. 
Russo, Linda Folcarelli, 
Lauren Garzone and Rob-
ert Civetti.

“We were all in agree-
ment,” said Russo, who 
heaped words of high 
praise upon Tamburini 
during his speech and 
presentation of an offi-
cial town commendation. 
“Everyone loves and sa-
lutes the chief for making 
the JPD one of the best 
police departments in 
New England.”

From there, a dedica-
tion committee that in-
cluded Polisena, his son, 
Chief of Staff Doug Jef-
frey, Janet Whitely, the 
mayor’s administrative 
assistant and Razza was 
formed and the result 
turned Saturday’s dark 
and dreary weather into a 
sparkling sunshine.

Polisena led off the 
speaking program and af-
ter thanking the audience 
for coming he began: “Re-
membrance is something 
we all think about at one 
point. How we will be 
remembered by our fam-
ily, friends and our com-
munity. When thinking of 
how all of us remember 
Chief Tamburini’s tenure 
in law enforcement, only 
one world came to mind 
— ‘legacy.’”

Polisena Jr. than added: 
“A legacy is never de-
fined by one act, good 
or bad. It’s defined by a 
series of acts, words and 
choices an individual 
makes throughout their 

life and career. Today, 
Chief, we honor your 
legacy as an individual 
who spent over a quar-
ter century as our police 
chief … But chief, it’s not 
just your length of service 
that matters, it’s what 
you did for all of us dur-
ing that service that truly 
defines your legacy.”

He also emphasized 
under Tamburini’s lead-
ership the JPD became 
one of the most well-
respected police depart-
ments, not just in Rhode 
Island, but all of New 
England. He achieved 
this feat by attaining ac-
creditations from the 
RI Police Accreditation 
Committee and Commis-
sion on Accreditation for 
Law Enforcement Agen-
cies.

Tamburini also im-
proved the JPD’s stand-
ing in the law enforce-
ment community but 
more importantly the 
department’s standing in 
Johnston by implement-
ing programs such as bi-
cycle patrols, Walk with 
Cops and the award-win-
ning JPD Explorers Post.

“Being a police officer 
embodies selflessness,” 
Polisena Jr. noted. “All 
of us here would encoun-
ter any risk to protect 
our family and one’s we 
love. What makes police 
officers different is they 
encounter daily risks 
and do it to protect total 
strangers.”

Given that, Polisena 
Jr. concluded: “Chief, 
today, we want you to 
know that we recognize 
your legacy and selfless-
ness to the community 
for not just the past 25 
years, but for the last 54 
years protecting not just 
Providence and Johnston 
but all Rhode Islanders. 
And always know, that 
your legacy will continue 
to endure for generations 
with not only police offi-
cers, but with all resident 
of this community.”

Mayor Polisena, who 
thanked his son for spear-
heading the idea that led 
to Saturday’s ceremony, 
declared during a moving 
but brief speech: “As the 
Chief began his career 54 
years ago protecting the 
streets in Providence as 
a cop’s cop to becoming 
JPD chief and statesman 
for 25 years leading the 
men and women of the 
JPD. He was a role model 
and his love for the job 
and our town is why we 
are here today. This very 
special day to dedicate 
the building across the 
street to the Richard S. 
Tamburini Public Safety 
Complex.”

The Mayor also noted 

“the Chief’s love for law 
enforcement and the men 
and women on the job 
still continues to this day. 
But most of all is his love 
for his family; his wife 
Marie, children Joseph 
and Lisa and grandchil-
dren and you can see his 
love and compassion for 
them when he speaks so 
fondly of them. And to 
Marie, you have been and 
still are the rock for the 
Chief; and that doesn’t go 
unnoticed.”

The speaking program 
also included Lt. Gov. 
Sabina Matos, Attorney 
General Peter Neronha, 
PPD Col. Chief Hugh Cle-
ments, YMCA Executive 
Director and retired State 
Police Colonel Steven 
O’Donnell and of course, 
the Chief Rev. Peter J. 
Gower, the JPD Chaplin 
gave a beautiful blessing 
for the unveiling of the 
granite monument that 
was created specially by 
A. Scialto & Son Monu-
ments, Inc. in Cranston.

Thus, Tamburini in his 
usually classy way issued 
a host of thank you’s for 
“this beautiful honor you 
have bestowed upon me 
today.”

“Thank you Johnston 
for coming together to 
recognize and honor my 
law enforcement career,” 
he said. “Thank you Jo-
seph Polisena Jr., Mayor 
Joseph Polisena and Chief 
Joseph Razza, you were 
the catalysts who put this 
together and again I have 
to say thank you.”

Tamburini, as he read 
from a prepared text, 
added: “I have tremen-
dous gratitude for your 
combined efforts to rec-
ognize my law enforce-
ment career. I am sincerely 
humbled and grateful that 
you are sharing this honor 
with me. Over 50 years 
ago I made a critical deci-
sion in my life and chose a 
profession in law enforce-
ment. It is a decision I did 
not take lightly. it is a de-
cision that I have not re-
gretted. I enthusiastically 
signed up for his life and 
never looked back.”

The Chief also talked 
about another decision — 
the one he made 55 years 
ago when “I asked my 
beautiful wife Marie to 
marry me.”

“This was virtually im-
portant to both of us; a 
decision we have never 
regretted,” Tamburini 
said. “Together we have 
two outstanding chil-
dren, our daughter Lisa 
and son Joseph, and four 
beautiful grandchildren 
— Jessica, Angelica, Drew 
and Cece — who were all 
the greatest gifts of our 
lives.”
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STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Advertise Today 
732-3100

SPECIAL SUPPORT: Doug Jeffrey, Mayor Polisena’s Chief of Staff, former JPD Deputy Chief Dave DeCesare, 
and Paul Martelini (a former North Providence chief), join Richard S. Tamburini during Saturday’s special dedica-
tion of the public safety complex in Johnston.

POLICE PALS: Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Neronha was among those 
speakers who had high praise for Richard S. Tamburini during Saturday’s official 
unveiling of the public safety complex named in honor of the long-time now retired 
JPD chief.

CLERGY CORNER: Pastor Chris Abhulime of King’s Tabernacle Church and Our 
Lady of Grace Pastor/JPD Chaplin Peter J. Gower delivered powerful prayers dur-
ing Saturday’s official naming of the Richard S. Tamburini Public Safety Complex in 
Johnston.
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run vaccination sites, 
like those in East Prov-
idence, Cranston, Mid-
dletown, and Provi-
dence (at the Dunkin 
Donuts Center) “early 
in the COVID-19 vac-
cine roll-out to support 
a surge in demand and 
to help vaccinate as 
many Rhode Islanders 
as possible as quickly 
as possible,” according 
to the DOH. 

“Similar to planned 
shifts in testing strat-
egy, Governor Dan 
McKee and the Rhode 
Island Department of 
Health (RIDOH)’s vac-

cination strategy is fo-
cused on supporting 
vaccination at the lo-
cal level and returning 
some of these activities 
to pre-pandemic pro-
viders,” according to a 
DOH press release.

“Since Oct. 1, retail 
pharmacies like CVS, 
Walgreens, and Stop 
& Shop have admin-
istered approximately 
65% of COVID-19 vac-
cine doses to Rhode 
Islanders. Pharmacies 
continue to be extreme-
ly important partners 
in vaccine administra-
tion and will play a 
significant role moving 
forward.”

Smaller, private 
pharmacies also pro-

vide vaccines, boosters 
and COVID-19 testing. 
The Atwood Pharma-
cy, 1302 Atwood Ave., 
Johnston, will provide 
shots and tests to walk-
ins.

“All COVID-19 vac-
cination options will 
continue to be avail-
able at C19VaccineRI.
org,” according to the 
DOH. “Schedules and 
appointments for these 
vaccination sites will 
continue to be avail-
able at vaccinateRI.
org. Rhode Islanders 
can continue to call the 
COVID-19 information 
line (401-222-8022) or 
2-1-1 for information 
about COVID-19 and 
COVID-19 vaccines.”

■ Sites
(Continued from page 4)

By ALEX MALM 

As COVID-19 cases 
continue to surge across 
the State and country, 
and Rhode Island is cur-
rently processing more 
PCR tests than at any 
other time during the 
pandemic response, Gov. 
Dan McKee announced 
new mask regulations 
during a press confer-
ence Wednesday after-
noon. The regulations go 
into effect Monday, and 
will be reviewed in 30 
days. 

“The health and safety 
of Rhode Islanders must 
always be our top prior-
ity,” McKee said. “The 
comprehensive actions 
that my Administration is 
announcing today focus 
on what we know works 
to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 and alleviate 
pressures on our hospital 
systems. I want to thank 
all the Rhode Islanders 
who have stepped up to 
get vaccinated - and I’m 
now urging you to get 
your booster shot.”

For masks McKee laid 

out three different cat-
egories for masking re-
quirements as a way to 
mitigate the spread of 
COVID. 

Indoor venues (includ-
ing retail, restaurants, 
venues of assembly, and 
entertainment establish-
ments) with a capacity 
of 250 persons or more, 
masking will be required 
of employees and pa-
trons inside regardless 
of vaccination status. 
This will apply to all 
recreation and entertain-
ment establishments, all 
historical and cultural 
establishments, all re-
ligious and faith-based 
organizations, and all re-
tail or service businesses 
conducting operations in 
indoor venues.

For venues with a ca-
pacity of fewer than 250 
persons, masking or 
proof of vaccination will 
be required of employ-
ees and patrons inside. 
This will apply to all 
recreation and entertain-
ment establishments, all 
historical and cultural 
establishments, all re-

ligious and faith-based 
organizations, and all re-
tail or service businesses 
conducting operations in 
indoor venues.

Establishments can 
adopt either an across 
the board indoor mask-
ing requirement, an 
across the board vaccina-
tion requirement, or al-
low individuals to either 
be masked or show proof 
of vaccination.

All office-based busi-
nesses, manufacturers 
and other public or pri-
vate employers with 
indoor operations shall 
require either masking 
or proof of vaccination 
for all persons on their 
premises.

Office-based business-
es will also adopt either 
an across the board in-
door masking require-
ment, an across the board 
vaccination requirement, 
or allow individuals to 
either be masked or show 
proof of vaccination.

“The comprehensive 
set of actions that the 
Governor announced 
today focus on the tools 

McKee announces new mask rules 
that will get us through 
this surge in cases and 
help alleviate capacity 
issues and stress on our 
health care systems,” 
said Director of Health 
Nicole Alexander-Scott, 
MD, MPH. “Masks are 
effective at limiting the 
spread of COVID-19, 
and getting your pri-
mary vaccine series and 
your booster dose makes 
it much less likely that 
you will get seriously ill 
from COVID-19. There 
are dozens of vaccina-
tion opportunities all 
throughout Rhode Island 
every day. If you have 
gotten your primary se-
ries or your booster dose, 
get vaccinated today.”

  
Testing accessibility 
and test result wait 

times 
  
According to a press 

release from McKee’s of-
fice “Rhode Island cur-
rently leads the nation in 
tests per capita.” 

But on Wednesday, 
Mckee  announced that 
the State is “taking ac-
tion to strengthen the 
state’s COVID-19 testing 
strategy.” 

A press release from 
the Governor’s Office 
said that Health Equity 
Zones and community 
partners will support the 
distribution of tests to 
residents. 

“Using these tests, 
Rhode Island will be able 
to test approximately 10% 
of its population over 
the next two weeks,” the 
press release stated. “The 
Governor has requested 
an additional 1 million 
at-home rapid tests from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA), which will al-
low the State to provide 
rapid tests to all 39 cities 
and towns.”

Because of the high vol-
ume of PCR tests McKee 
has directed RIDOH and 
the Department of Ad-
ministration to swiftly 
explore additional labo-
ratory capacity to help 
reduce COVID-19 PCR 
test result turnaround 
times. 

Tom McCarthy, Execu-
tive Director for Rhode 
Island’s COVID Re-
sponse said that right 
now 150,000 COVID tests 

are being conducted per 
week in Rhode Island. 

“Additionally, Gov. 
McKee announced that 
Rhode Island will con-
tinue to expand its test to 
stay initiative,” the press 
release stated. “Test to 
stay enables students 
who have been exposed 
to COVID-19 - but are as-
ymptomatic - to test each 
day before going into 
school instead of having 
to quarantine. The initia-
tive helps keep kids in 
school and reduces inter-
ruptions to learning.”

Test to stay will be ex-
panded to East Provi-
dence, Smithfield, North 
Smithfield, Barrington, 
Tiverton, Blackstone Val-
ley Prep and the Learn-
ing Community charter 
school.

  
Addressing hospital 
staffing capacity 

  
McKee on Wednesday 

sent a letter to FEMA 
Administrator Deanne 
Criswell requesting 
FEMA medical person-
nel to assist in the State’s 
response to the recent in-
crease in COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations by 
providing emergency 
staffing for local hospital 
systems, according to a 
press release.

“The Rhode Island 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is currently 
working with hospital 
leadership to complete 
the formal FEMA Re-
source Request process,” 
the release stated. 

McKee also announced 
that he will be forming 
the Governor’s Work-
ing Group on Health 
Care Staffing Capacity. 
The group will be made 
up of both state and pri-
vate sector leaders in the 
health care and work-
force sectors. Together, 
they will explore addi-
tional short- and long-
term solutions to the 
health care staffing chal-
lenges facing Rhode Is-
land. 

McKee said that addi-
tional details would be 
shared next week. 

On Wednesday, the 
leaders of Rhode Island’s 
two largest health care 
providers said that they 
were pleased with the 
plans put in place by 

McKee. 
“Care New England 

fully supports Gov. 
Daniel McKee’s newly 
unveiled COVID-19 
protocols that will di-
rectly address the issue 
of community spread, 
during the pandemic,” 
said James E. Fanale, 
President and CEO, Care 
New England Health 
System. “Care New Eng-
land, as other health 
systems throughout the 
state, is dedicated to 
treating patients, and in 
many cases, saving lives. 
We must do everything 
within our power to 
mitigate the spread and 
keep Rhode Islanders 
healthy this winter, as 
we see COVID-19 infec-
tion rates and hospital-
izations rise.”

“These actions are 
greatly welcomed and 
needed. The pandem-
ic has driven burnout 
among healthcare work-
ers to crisis levels. The 
situation in our hospi-
tals remains extremely 
difficult - we have far 
fewer healthcare work-
ers to care for patients 
than we did even a year 
ago,” said Lifespan Presi-
dent and CEO Timothy J. 
Babineau, MD. “Many 
patients are presenting 
with more acute illnesses 
and conditions requiring 
longer inpatient hospital 
stays and more intensive 
treatment. In addition, 
the post-holiday rise in 
COVID and flu infections 
are putting additional 
pressure on our already 
stressed workforce. 
Public health measures 
including vaccination, 
masking and social dis-
tancing will help reduce 
the burden on the health 
care system and help to 
bring this pandemic to 
an end.”

Businesses that have 
questions on these new 
measures can call the 
Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Business Regu-
lation hotline at 401-
889-5550 or complete an 
electronic form at task-
force.dbr.ri.gov.

For more information 
on COVID-19 visit, co-
vid.ri.gov. To book a CO-
VID-19 vaccination and 
booster shot, visit vac-
cinateri.org.
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Remote participation 
must be allowed 

There have been very few silver linings through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic, but realizing the po-
tential of remote participation in municipal meetings 
has been one of significance.

During the statewide lockdowns of 2020, govern-
ment bodies  not exactly notorious for being able to 
quickly react to unanticipated incidents of change  
found themselves forced by necessity to adapt in 
order to allow the peoples business to go on unim-
peded.

Some towns and cities have done better than oth-
ers. While some communities have installed full-
blown technological suites within their town halls 

utilizing multi-
ple cameras and 
microphones to 
produce high-
quality public 
meetings, others 
get by with one 

old camera and a dodgy Zoom connection. Others 
are waiting on electronics that may not be delivered 
until the chip shortage is relieved in 2023 or 2024, 
and some clearly intend on limping to the uncertain 
finish line with inadequate tech, unable or unwilling 
to invest in more due to constrained budgets and no 
imperative to do differently.

And they might have gotten away with it too, 
but the pandemic has once again, as it has often 
done, forced its hand through an uptick in positive 
cases  including a troubling trend of cases breaking 
through vaccinated persons. The result is a repeat 
of 2020, where members of the public are now shut 
out of governmental participation out of a rational 
fear of a renewed risk of catching COVID and jeop-
ardizing or at least disrupting their lives  particularly 
as there is no longer an indoor mask mandate and 
many people have gone back to, largely, not wearing 
masks at all, except when forced.

But the effect goes beyond the voting public, and 
extends to the elected officials the public puts in of-
fice. Because Rhode Island does not allow its repre-
sentatives at the state or local levels to participate in 
an official capacity while remote  a temporary execu-
tive order allowing this expired over the summer  
elected officials have the possibility of being shut out 
of the very democratic process they were entrusted 
and compelled to participate in.

In the current uncertain conditions, where in-per-
son meetings are no longer feasible for members of 
the public and elected officials who either get sick or 
have to quarantine due to a close contact, there is no 
logical reason to prevent remote participation in any 
capacity.

Legislation or a new executive order must be put 
through immediately to prevent governmental re-
percussions born from an inability for citizens, elect-
ed or otherwise, to participate. In 2021 and beyond, 
democracy should no longer be required to happen 
under one roof.

It’s not a question I would have 
thought of asking a couple of weeks 
ago. After all it’s not until after 
Thanksgiving that is seems appro-
priate to get a tree, put out the lights 
and shop for gifts. 

I thought for sure this was go-
ing to be a cheery Christmas season 
given the early purchase of trees 
and talk of filling wish lists. Come 
to find out word of a possible short-
age of Christmas trees, ships laden 
with merchandise stuck offshore 
and breakdowns in the supply 
chain, spurred many to get a jump 
on the season. It was a faux read on 
the feeling of this Christmas season.

The pandemic takes the blame for 
most things we can’t explain these 
days. Surely, even though so many 
of us have been vaccinated, it has 
put the damper on so much of what 
we do. Variants of the virus have 
us wondering if COVID-19 will be 
with us for longer than imagined. 
That thought alone is enough to 
send a shiver through the season.

Inflation has been a hit. With the 
dollar not going as far, there’s ap-
prehension and a tendency to hold 
back, maybe even on Christmas 
spirit.  

What really gave me reason to 
question if we’re all sagging this 
season was the photos with Santa 
event jointly sponsored by Warwick 
Police, the Warwick Boys and Girls 
Clubs and the Beacon last Sunday. 

The Beacon started doing photos 
with Santa more than 35 years ago. 
I’ve been the photographer at all of 
them and vouch that they are fun. 
What’s exciting is seeing the joy 
and wonderment of kids even when 
Santa’s bushy eyebrows fall off 
(that’s happened). We’ve had some 
good Santas over the years. Santas 
who get kids talking, imagining 
they hear the hooves of reindeer 
on the roof and wanting to stay by 

his side for as long as their parents 
allow. In such cases they are depu-
tized as Santa helpers to hand out 
candy canes and collect letters to 
Santa. And then there are the criers, 
those who have anxiously waited, 
yet want to flee when it comes their 
turn. They’re not hard to spot and 
I make a point of getting at least 
a head shot before the tears so we 
have something for the paper. 

We’ve held the Santa shoots at 
multiple locations. For a couple of 
the early years we did it at the Ben 
Franklin’s at Hoxsie Four. Other 
venues include the Veterans High 
School cafeteria with the Central 
Rhode Island Chamber of Com-
merce breakfast with Santa and, of 
course, at the offices the Beacon has 
had over the years.

Usually a group of us show up 
early to set things up. Christmas 
music was a must as were munch-
kins and cider for the kids and can-
dy canes for Santa to hand out. One 
year, as people lined up for Santa to 
arrive, our Santa who we believed 
would be wearing a suit showed up 
in casual attire. At first we thought 
this was a practical joke, only to 
learn he thought we had the suit. 

We went into panic mode, and 
remarkably given such short notice, 
located a suit. Byron Batty and his 

wife Carol who ran a photo studio 
had the perfect suit. Albeit late, ev-
eryone was happy to see Santa.

This year was dramatically differ-
ent. A lot of work went into trans-
forming the gym at the Oakland 
Beach branch of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs into Santa’s workshop. Police 
made the event part of their annu-
al toy drive, but with a twist. Kids 
were invited to throw snowballs 
- not the real thing - at the cops as 
they popped out from behind artifi-
cial trees and out of big boxes. As it 
turned out that was a hit.  Kids and 
cops had a blast.

The turnout was disappointing. 
In total, fewer than 40 kids had their 
photos taken with Santa. Mayor 
Frank Picozzi wasn’t surprised.

He observed there just isn’t the 
Christmas spirit of prior years. Al-
though given more publicity this 
year, Picozzi said attendance at his 
home digital show is down from 
prior years - even from last year 
when he had to abbreviate the show 
because people stayed in their cars. 
He observed that he hasn’t seen as 
many neighborhood home displays, 
too. He’s right. 

He hasn’t let it get him down. 
He decorated his office and urged 
municipal employees to do the 
same. And when it came to doing a 
Christmas greeting video for Face-
book and the city website, he called 
on department directors to join him. 
He was in for a surprise. Many were 
not simply satisfied with standing 
in front of the camera to mouth, “we 
wish you a happy and healthy holi-
day.” No, they wanted to make it a 
special occasion. Firefighters want 
to get out the word from a truck, 
others planned Christmas attire.

Frank has a contagious form of 
Christmas spirit. We could all use a 
little more of what he’s got this year. 

Are we suffering from a dearth 
of Christmas spirit? 

This Side Up

by 
John 

howell
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LegaL Notices
JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD

MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, December 30th, 2021 

at 6:30 PM
Johnston Senior Center 
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the 
Zoning Board of Review will hold 
its monthly meeting on December 
30, 2021 at 6:30 pm, at Johnston 
Senior Center, 1291 Hartford Av-
enue.  All persons interested in the 
following proposals are requested 
to be present at this time.  The as-
sembly facilities are accessible to 
the handicapped.  Persons requiring 
special accommodations shall call 
the Zoning Office at least 48 hours 
in advance of the meeting (401) 
231-4000 ext 4117.  Persons utiliz-
ing TDD equipment may contact the 
Town through “Relay Rhode Island” 
at 1-800-745-6675.  The agenda for 
the evening will be as follows, sub-
ject to change:

Old Business
File 2021-15 – Petition of Paul Gia-
russo, Owner/Applicant for 41 Tar-
taglia Street, AP 27 Lots 60, zoned 
R-20.  The petitioner is seeking a 
Special use Permit 340-75, Dimen-
sional Variance 340-74 and 340-63 
for proposed restoration of second 
lot. 

New Business
File 2021-41 – Petition of James 
Penta & Laurie Howard, Applicant 
for 115 Hopkins Avenue, AP 59 Lot 
121, zoned R-40.  The petitioner is 
seeking a Special Use Permit -340 
and Dimensional Variance for resto-
ration of second lot. 

File 2021-42 – Petition of Nicholas 
Castelli/Daniel Kelley/, Applicant 
for 1350 Hartford Avenue, AP 43 
Lot 87, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Dimensional Variance 
-340 for Proposed Ground-mounted 
Solar panels. 

File 2021-43 – Petition of Daniel 
Heywood, Applicant for 1838 At-
wood Avenue, AP 53 Lot 303, zoned 
R-20.  The petitioner is seeking a Di-
mensional Variance for a 26x32 Two 
Car Garage.

2022 Schedule of Regular Meetings 
of the Zoning Board - Approval Re-
quired

NOTE: If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting.  
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

12/10, 12/17, 12/24/21

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday January 4th, 2022; 

6:00 P.M.
Johnston Senior Center

1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

 I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
 II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 20-35 - Seasons Corner Market 
- Public Hearing on a proposed 
modification of a previously ap-
proved site plan.  Located at 525 
Killingly Street AP 13 Lots 397 
and 485 - Property is zoned - B-2 
Applicant: Colbea Enterprises, 
LLC 

PB 20-44 - Mill Street Apartments 
- Public Hearing on a proposed 

conversion of a mill building to a 
16-unit residential building.  Lo-
cated at 64 Mill Street AP 4 Lot 311 
- Property is zoned - PD.  Appli-
cant: Geranskye Real Estate, LLC 

PB 21-42 - NorthPoint Stonehill - 
Public Meeting on a Major Land 
Development Master Plan for 
a proposed warehouse facility.  
Located at off of Stonehill Drive 
between the Home Depot and 
the BJs AP 44 Lot 66. Property is 
zoned B-3.  Applicant NorthPoint 
Development.

PB 21-06 - Lakeview Terrace Con-
dominiums - Master Plan for a 
proposed rezoning to Planned 
Development (PD). Located at 178 
& 200 George Waterman Road AP 
35 Lots 1, 2 & 33 and AP 37 lots 
1 through 10, 63 and 193.  Prop-
erty is zoned B-1, R-15 and R-40. 
A Public Meeting on a proposed mul-
tifamily development consisting of 6 
multifamily buildings with each build-
ing containing 36 dwelling units and 
two townhouse buildings containing 
12 units. 

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
1. Comprehensive Plan Update

V.ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Board Agenda and Minutes 
are available for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through Friday 
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.
Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may be contin-
ued to the next Regular Meeting or a special 
meeting at the discretion of the Board. 
Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD 
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

12/17, 12/24, 12/31/21

To the Editor, 

I served with the 101st 
Airborne Division 1968 - 
1969 in the northern part 
of Vietnam close to the 
DMZ.  The higher ups 
referred to the region as I 
Corp.

We spent little time in 
Camp Eagle, which was 
the headquarters of the 
101st and served as our 
base camp.  Mail call was 
rare when you were not 
in base camp.  Remem-
ber that this was before 
cellphones and comput-
ers.  There was no instant 
communications.  You al-
ways anticipated a letter 
from family and friends 
with updates of life back 
home.  If you were lucky 
you received a package. It 
might even have cookies 
or brownies.  These were 
always appreciated, espe-
cially when you were not 
in base camp.  Thus, mail 
call was a special time.

 While serving my tour, 
part of our company was 
sent to run daily mine 
sweeping duties.  Once the 
road was cleared, convoys 
would transport troops 
and munitions to vari-
ous areas in the northern 
region of Vietnam.  Our 
small base of operations 
from November - Janu-
ary was alongside a Navy 
Seabees’ compound.  One 
of the big differences be-
tween the Seabees and the 
Army was the comforts.  

The Seabees being a con-
struction battalion, built 
full fledge compounds.  
Their accommodations 
included good places to 
sleep, kitchens with din-
ing areas, recreation ar-
eas, a movie night every 
so often and more. The 
Seabees were very hos-
pitable to us.  When we 
could, we used their hot 
showers, enjoyed their 
recreation areas, and ate 
in their galley.  This was a 
far cry from C-rations and 
no entertainment short of 
the guy next to you, talk-
ing endlessly about his 
girlfriend he left behind.

As busy as we were, 
home and family was al-
ways on our minds, es-
pecially around the holi-
days.  Thanksgiving and 
Christmas was especially 
hard being so far away 
from home.

You might recall that 
the holidays often brought 
Bob Hope and USO shows 
to the troops in Vietnam.  
But that was only to the 
safe locations.  I cannot 
recall ever seeing a USO 
show.  Our locations were 
not that safe.  We never 
got the time off to see any 
of the shows or the Go Go 
girls that were featured.

Back to our assignment 
alongside the Navy Sea-
bees’ compound and the 
reason for this writeup. 

Thanksgiving came 
- The Seabee cooks pre-
pared a feast for their 

folks and us; turkeys were 
roasted, potatoes were 
mashed, pies were served.  
They even had ice cream.  
Following the meal, they 
showed a movie.  The101st 
folks thought we had died 
and gone to heaven.  

With Christmas right 
around the corner I 
thought it could not get 
any better than this and 
was hoping to stay at this 
assignment for a longer 
period.

Our company jeep ar-
rived over the next week 
or so with our mail.  Re-
member, mail call was 
rare when you were 
not in base camp. They 
called my name hand me 
a round film reel canister 
with a movie film inside.  
In the canister a card reads 
something like - Merry 
Christmas Fred.  It was 
from a local Providence 
TV station.  I think it was 
Channel 10.  Now comes 
the dilemma.  What does 
the movie contain?  How 
do I get to view it? I cer-
tainly cannot reel to reel it 
through the barrel of my 
M-16 rifle.

Over the next week, I 
finally decide to bring it 
to dinner to the Seabee 
galley hoping it’s a mov-
ie night and they might 
take a chance and run it 
through their projector.  
Things got better.  We had 
a good hot meal, and they 
showed a movie.  I stayed 
for the movie.  After the 

movie I approached the 
Seabee technician.  I asked 
to have it played explain-
ing that I had no idea what 
it was or anything.  Some 
of the Seabees started to 
leave after the movie but 
saw the technician was 
starting to thread the new 
film so they turned around 
to watch what was next.

Low and behold -to my 
surprise and bewilder-
ment up comes my family 
all looking nervous in the 
TV studio on the black & 
white screen with a fes-
tive Christmas holiday 
background.  My mother 
started it off with a big 
“Hello Fred we miss you”.  
My two brothers give me a 
similar greeting and waves 
followed by my sister.  
They finish with “We miss 
you, please stay safe and 
think of us at Christmas”.  
“We are thinking of you in 
Vietnam”.  “Merry Christ-
mas”.  They probably said 
a few more things but I 
cannot remember.  It was 
the thought that counted.  
The whole thing lasted a 
minute or two.

I begged the Seabee to 
play it a few more times 
because it was so short and 
I didn’t want to miss any-
thing.  I had a tear in my 
eye.  I looked around and 
most of the Seabees also 
had tears in their eyes also.  
It was a powerful Christ-
mas greeting in a place 
so far from home and the 
Best Christmas Gift Ever 
that you could receive in 
Vietnam.

I pray for all service 
men and women “Merry 
Christmas and Peace on 
Earth wherever you are 
stationed” 

Fred Faria 

‘I pray for all service men and women’

Fred grew up in Warwick attending Lockwood Junior 
High School and Veterans Memorial High School. He 
went on to Rhode Island College, but after two years, 
took a break and went to work for Newport Creamery. 
At that point, it was 1968, he was drafted and assigned 
to the 101st. Airborne Division. “I was proud of that,” 
he said explaining that his father, John, served in the 
101st. during World War II. On returning to Rhode Is-
land, Fred went back to Newport Creamery and under 
the GI Bill attended the Culinary Institute of America 
in New Haven and the University of New Haven. He 
was recruited by the founder of the Johnson & Wales 
College Culinary Arts program  where he climbed the 
ranks from instructor to professor and chairman of the 
food service management department. After 40 years 
at J&W. He now runs his own training and consulting 
business, Faria Associates. The photo was taken in 2014 
when he was awarded the State Historic Preservation 
Award for Volunteer Service.

Fred Faria 

Letter to the Editor
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Sun Rise Scoops

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Michael F. Quinn, Patrick J. Quinn,  

Jerome D. Quinn, Christopher P. Quinn,
Stanley G. Larson, Paul C. Potvin,
John H. Grover, Paul A. Falso, Jr.

Steven DiLorenzo

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home • WARWICK    738-1977

Tucker-Quinn Funeral  Chapel • GREENVILLE    949-1370
Fagan-Quinn Funeral Home • NORTH KINGSTOWN    295-5603

Potvin-Quinn Funeral Home • WEST WARWICK    821-6868

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com

By Meri r. Kennedy
 

Cranston Historical Society’s Afternoon Tour & Tea  
On Sunday Dec. 16 and 20, the Cranston Historical 

Society will host a Holiday Afternoon Tour Program at 
the Historic Governor Sprague Mansion, located at1351 
Cranston St. at 4:30 p.m. December 16 or 22 ~ 4:30 pm

Participate in Cranston Historical Society’s Sprague 
Mansion Holiday Afternoon Tour program.  Enjoy a re-
laxing afternoon tea & tour in the historic Sprague Man-
sion Ballroom -- Guests will view a brief introduction of 
the history of the Sprague Family and A&W Sprague 
Textile Manufacturing Co. The Western Cranston Gar-
den Club has splendidly decorated the mansion for the 
holidays using greens found on Mansion grounds!

Very Limited Seating – 10 guests only on each day. 
Call 401-944-9226 to reserve your place on Dec. 16 or 
Dec. 20. Reserve/Tickets: $18ea; $15ea-CHS members. 
Send checks payable by December 12 to Cranston His-
torical Society, 1351 Cranston St., Cranston 02920. Af-
ter December 12, call to inquire if seating is available.  
Handicap access 1st floor, enter at back ramp entrance. 
Parking in rear. (Dates will be rescheduled if inclement 
weather arises.) 

For more information or to get your reservation call 
944-9226.

 
Reminder from Parks & Rec

Just a reminder of some of the rules and regulations 
at Johnston Memorial Park. There are no dogs allowed 
in the park or walking tracks. Dogs are allowed in the 
nature trail across the street from our parking lot; No 
smoking or tobacco use, No bikes, scooters, skateboard, 
etc. are allowed on the walking track that surrounds 
the pond. They may be used on the center path of the 
park, Please do not feed the ducks, birds, or any wild-
life, Please keep the park clean by using the available 
trash barrels, Absolutely no alcoholic beverages on 
town property. No vehicles allowed in the park; No 
swimming or boating in the pond; No open flames or 
charcoal grills. Gas grills are permitted; Fireplace use 
is prohibited, For your safety, please do not climb trees 
or fences; The park closes at 10 p.m. Recreation Depart-
ment organized activities may continue; No overnight 
parking; No foul language or loud music; Field use is 
by permit only

Also, please be mindful of parking. Please display a 
handicap placard if you park in a handicap space. The 
area behind the office is reserved for employees. If you 
have any questions, please call 401-272-3460.

The restrooms at Johnston Memorial Park will be 
closed for the winter beginning tomorrow, Saturday, 
December 11 and will reopen in the Spring.

 
Clothing Drive for Mae Organization

MAE Organization for the Homeless needs your help 
with their clothing drive to help those in need. Needed 
are coats, gloves, scarves and other clothing. Please 
schedule an appointment to bring your clothing by con-
tacting the Mae Organization, located at 1221 Reservoir 
Ave. in Cranston. For more information or to set up a 
donation time, contact the Foundation at 206-0451

 
New Donation Center for Big Brothers Big Sisters
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rhode Island (BBBSRI) 

has opened a new Donation Drop-Off Center at 993 
Oaklawn Ave. on Dec.1. BBBSRI’s main headquarters 
has been located on Pontiac Ave. for 12 years.  With 
its headquarters moved to Providence this November, 
BBBSRI had to find a new location for its Cranston Drop 
Off Center.

Residents are encouraged to drop off bagged clothing 
and textiles at the new location, 993 Oaklawn Avenue 
(next to Gasbarro’s Liquor Store plaza) Monday – Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. The location is staffed with an 
attendant during these hours. During off-hours, resi-
dents can conveniently drop bagged items into one of 
BBBSRI’s green donation bins located in the parking lot. 

BBBSRI makes donating easy. In addition to our Do-
nation Center, residents can also schedule a free curb-
side pick-up at their home or drop their bagged cloth in 
bins throughout the state. Visit BigsRI.org/DonateRI to 
schedule your pick-up online or find your nearest bin.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rhode Island creates and 
supports one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite 
the power and promise of youth. If you are interested 
in mentoring a child, donating to support our program, 
hosting a clothing drive, hosting a clothing fundraiser 
for your school or group, or more, visit www.BigsRI.
org, call (401) 921-2434, or email events@BigsRI.org.

 
Mental Health: Finding help and hope through 

NAMI-RI
NAMI-RI (the local chapter of the National Alliance on 

Mental Illness) provides Family Support Groups which 
are free, peer-led support groups for family members, 
caregivers, and loved ones of individuals living with a 
mental health condition. You will gain insight from the 
challenges and successes of others facing similar experi-
ences. Most groups meet for about 90 minutes.

Our groups are unique because they follow a struc-
tured model, ensuring everyone has an opportunity to 
be heard and to get what they need.

The program is free of cost to participants, designed 
for adult loved ones of people with mental health con-
ditions, led by family members of people with mental 
health conditions,

60-90 minutes long and meet weekly, every other 
week, or monthly (varies by location)

There is no specific medical therapy or treatment is 
endorsed and the information is confidential. 

By sharing your experiences in a safe setting, you can 
gain hope and develop supportive relationships. These 
groups allow your voice to be heard and provide op-
portunities for your personal needs to be met. They 
encourage empathy, productive discussion, and a sense 
of community. You’ll benefit from others’ experiences, 
discover your inner strength, and empower yourself 
by sharing your own experiences in a non-judgmental 
space.

For schedules and additional information about 
NAMI Family Support Groups, visit namirhodeisland.
org, call 401-331-3060 or email info@namirhodeisland.
org. Zoom links will be sent to those who express inter-
est.

 
Tour the Johnston Historical Society

Just a reminder that Tuesdays, 6 to 8 p.m. are open 
hours at the Johnston Historical Society. Tour the mu-
seum! Tour the Elijah Angell House! Ask all the ques-
tions you ever wanted to ask about Johnston history! 
All are welcome!

Contact the Johnston Historical Society at 231-3380 or 
at johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com, www.johnston-
historical.org or www.facebook.com/johnstonhistori-
cal.

 
Bingo is back

Bingo games have returned to the Johnston Senior 
Center.

At 2 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays, Johnston Senior 
Center members can try their luck on the Bingo cards 
again.

During the pandemic, the games had ceased, and 
were badly missed. Last week, a successful Dress-Down 
fundraiser resulted in free Del’s Lemonade for partici-
pants.

 
Johnston Community Library Book Club

Children ages 8 to 10 can meet online, by invitation, 
Thursdays at 3 p.m. to hear readings and discuss books 
with library trustee and volunteer Denese Carpenter.

Interested in other times or want to suggest a book for 
discussion? Let them know.

Parents can learn more about sign-up procedures by 
contacting Library Director Jon Anderson. Email info@
mohrlibrary.org or call 401-231-4980, ext. 7.

 
Co-ed Volleyball

The Johnston Parks and Recreation Department is 
currently accepting registrations for the coed middle 
school volleyball program. It is open to Johnston resi-
dents currently in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. The pro-
gram will be held at the Johnston High School gym-
nasium. Participants will meet 3 times per week, for 4 
weeks. For more information, pricing, and times/dates, 
please visit www.johnstonrec.com. 

 
Johnston Senior Center updates

Things are happening once again in full swing at the 
Johnston Senior Center. The following is list of classes 
and activities held daily. 

On Mondays, Walk away the Pounds, Aerobics & 
Boot Camp, Arts & Crafts and Hi Lo Jack.

It is Walk away the Pounds and Bocce on Tuesdays 
and on Wednesdays it will be Bocce, Quilting, Zumba 
and Fit and Strong as well as Hi Lo Jack and Poker.
On Thursdays it is Walk away the Pounds, Bocce, Marg 
Jong, Yoga and Bingo and on Fridays it is Line Dancing, 
Zumba and Bingo. 

The Return of Saturday Drop-In Crafts at 
Mohr Library

This week, the Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library will 
resume Saturday hours from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Do some 
crafts in the library or take some home. They are located 
at 1 Memorial Ave. in Johnston.

 
Mindfulness Meditation

Mindfulness Meditation will be held at the Warwick 
Center for the Arts, 3259 Post Rd. in Warwick on the 
first and third Mondays of each month. It is free and 
open to the public.

Their mindfulness meditation is led by Paulette Mill-
er. The sessions offer a westernized, secular version of 
Vipassana, also known as insight, open-hearted, and an-
alytic meditation. Sessions often include guided breath-
ing meditation, movement meditation, loving-kindness 
meditation, and music meditation. The meditation exer-
cises are guided and no experience is necessary.

For further information: www.warwickcfa.org or 401-
737-0010.

 
Friends of the Mohr Public Library

Friends of the Mohr Public Library is a 501(c)3 non-
profit corporation dedicated to Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends plan and run book sales and 
carry out other fundraising activities to allow Mohr Li-
brary to increase services and programs.

The Friends welcome new members who are willing 
to support either through donations, membership dues, 
or through volunteering their time.

To find out more, contact library director at 231-4980 
(press 7).

 
RI Housing offers loans

RI Housing’s Hardest Hit Fund Rhode Island (HH-
FRI) program is offering zero interest, forgivable loans 
to eligible Rhode Island homeowners who became 
unemployed or underemployed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and are struggling to make their mortgage 
payments.

Loan proceeds may provide eligible homeowners 
with up to six months of mortgage payment assistance. 
Learn more about the loan program and eligibility at 
rihousing.com/hhfri.

 
Be Kind RI

Be Kind RI is a new program that connects volunteers 
to their neighbors across RI through text alerts to co-
ordinate food deliveries from grocery stores and food 
pantries. To sign up go to www.BeKindRI.org. Volun-
teers must be 18 or older and undergo our background 
check.

Be Kind RI is open to those in RI experiencing  
COVID-19 risk factors including seniors 65+, anyone 
with underlying health conditions, those in quaran-
tine or isolation, anyone experiencing a lack of child-
care, and those who would otherwise experience diffi-
culty in obtaining food. For assistance signing up, call  
877-958-8785.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  You fry food in it
  4.  Pesky insect
  8.  Gets older
 10.  __ Dern, actress
 11.  Uncouth man
 12.  One who sulks
 13.  Napoleon’s king of Naples
 15.  One who swims underwater
 16.  Make amends
 17.  Expressions
 18.  Document format
 21.  What a beaver makes
 22.  Limb
 23.  Photograph
 24.  Golf score
 25.  Moroccan mountain range
 26.  Wrinkled dog breed: 

Shar __
 27.  20th century sex symbol
 34.  Remedy for all diseases

 35.  Bluish greens
 36.  Moved swiftly
 37.  Type of units
 38.  Madames
 39.  Indian religious god
 40.  Potentially hazardous 

asteroids
 41.  Leak slowly through
 42.  An association of criminals
 43.  A way to push content 

(abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Town in central Brazil
  2.  Large burrowing rodent
  3.  Nerve cell
  4.  Estimating
  5.  Bakers use it
  6.  Regions
  7.  Small lake
  9.  Environmentalist nun

 10.  More kookie
 12.  Announce offi cially
 14.  Israeli city __ Aviv
 15.  Title given to friar
 17.  Inches per minute (abbr.)
 19.  Buildings
 20.  Pouch
 23.  They steal on the high seas
 24.  It’s mightier than the sword
 25.  Going off on a tangent
 26.  Monetary unit
 27.  Young woman
 28.  Type of bulb
 29.  Type of drug (abbr.)
 30.  City opposite Dusseldorf
 31.  Animal disease
 32.  Martini necessities
 33.  Elude
 34.  La __: Buenos Aires capital
 36.  An oft-enduring symbol

By PETE FONTAINE

“Oh, what a night!” exclaimed Jon Pistacchio, a Johnston Fire Department lieu-
tenant who doubles as vice president of Local 1950, as he stood in the cold outside 
Stephanie Harris’ Strings Bar and Grill on George Waterman Road last Wednesday 
night. “What a night!”

Pistacchio wasn’t singing Frankie Valli’s legendary hit “December 1963” however, 
it was without question a record-setting and extraordinary evening for the Johnston 
Association of Firefighters’ annual Toys for Tots Party.

So much so, in fact, people’s generosity was overflowing — just like the reserve JFD 
rescue vehicle — that resulted in the largest collection of toys, bikes and countless 
Christmas gifts Local 1950 officials delivered to the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Unit 
and will put smiles on the faces of children from needy families next weekend.

“We’re so thankful for the support this community showed for this very important 
cause,” Pistacchio and Local 1950 President Keith Calci emphasized. “With your help 
we not only reached our goal of filling a (reserve) rescue but we had to call for a sec-
ond vehicle haul all the toys.”

Firefighters like Chris DelFino, in fact, didn’t have much of a chance to enjoy the 
merriment and music inside Strings Bar and Grill as people whose vehicles filled not 
one but two parking lots and came carrying everything from toys to bicycles and 
every kind of children’s Christmas gifts.

“This has been our most successful toy drive ye!” offered Dave Pingitore, Local 
1950’s secretary-treasurer. “As Jon said; oh what a night!”

Pistacchio then added: “We want to thank Steph (Harris) for hosting the party and 
Mayor (Joseph) Polisena allowing us to use a reserve rescue.”

As Johnston State Sen. Frank Lombardo — who along with his wife Patty have 
attended almost all of the JFD’s Toys for Tots parties — this year’s event was what 
he called “an outpouring and overflowing of people whose intentions were to make 
Christmas 2021 special for children from needy families.”

“Hats off to our firefighters,” said Lombardo. “They are all good people who enjoy 
— and continue — to give back. I’m extremely proud to be a small part of this big 
event.”

Likewise, Johnston Town Council President Robert V. Russo again showed his un-
wavering support for the community and firefighters by sponsoring the band Wit-
zEnd that drew rave reviews — as did Harris’ complimentary buffet — from party-
goers.

Joseph Poliena Jr., Vice President of the Johnston Town Council, offered: “The fire-
fighters did great job putting this year’s toy drive together. It shows their engagement 
and commitment to our community here in Johnston.”

Meanwhile, Santa (Paul Paon) was what Johnston School Committee Vice Chair-
man Joe Rotella said was “his usual jolly self” and as Pistacchio concluded: “Thank 
you to all the elected officials whose generous donations took us over the top as did 
our active members and retirees who once again dug deep and, of course, our amaz-
ing friends and family whose overwhelming support helped us smash our goal!”

Johnston Fire Department 
and community pack a 

rescue with Toys for Tots

GRAND GIVERS: Santa (Paul Paon) is greeted by Local 1950 leadership officials 
Sal Martra, Dave Pingitore, Don Roberts, Jon Pistacchio, Keith Calci and John Jas-
parro. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

WARM WELCOME: Johnston elected officials Joe Rotella, State Sen. Frank Lom-
bardo and his wife Patty, Robert Russo and Joseph Polisena Jr. join Santa Claus after 
they made generous donations during last week’s Toys for Tots Drive.

CHRIS’ CORNER: Johnston Firefighter Chris DelFino holds one of the countless toy donations that helped Lo-
cal 1959 collect a record number of children’s Christmas gifts that will be distributed to children in need. Also 
pictured are Cherra Wheeler, U.S. Marine Michael Dorsey, Keith Calci and Justin Petrin.



Johnston Sun Rise14 Friday, December 17, 2021

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure
they’ll be
reading
about YOU!

For information about advertising on this page,
call 732-3100 today.

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) All MAjoR CRedit CARdS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered or Screenprinted Apparel
Drinkware • Magnets • Pens • Banners 

Padfolios • Key Rings • Tote Bags
Coolers • Flash Drives...much MORE!

Contact Bob Giberti
for all your promotional product needs:

401-585-0700
BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREaTivE PRODuCTs • innOvaTivE iDEas • PERsOnalizED sERviCE

By JENNIFER COATES

The busy holiday season is upon us, and as usual, time is 
the one thing we need the most of, and yet have the least 
of.  As your “to-do” list grows, so do the piles of laundry 
accumulating in your hampers.  With time fleeting and 
lists growing, it is more important than ever to enlist the 
help of Jain’s Laundry in Johnston.  Why spend the little 
time you DO have this time of year laboring over a pile of 
laundry when you have the able, efficient and willing hands 
of Kaushal Jain to help you carry the load?    

For an incredible .69/pound, you can have your laundry 
washed, softened, dried, and even folded at Jain’s Laundry. 
What an incredible time-saver! Besides the convenience 
of this great service, this incredible price also covers the 
cost of the softener, bleach, soap and hangers!  When life 
is already so full and free time is such a rarity, there are 
few reasons why NOT to take advantage of this amazing, 
same-day service.  

Jain’s Laundry, conveniently located at 39 Putnam Pike 
in Johnston, is a full-service Laundromat.   For the most 
competitive prices in the area, you will find here both the 
wash-fold, same-day service offered by Kaushal as well as a 
room full of coin-operated washers and dryers for the “do-
it-yourselfers”.  Don’t have enough quarters?  No worries, 
the Jain’s have got you covered.  A change machine (accepts 
up to a $20.00 bill) is available on the premises. 

There are large capacity machines available for all size 
loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds.  The top loading 
machines are available here for only $2.00 per load.   
Vending machines are on-site if you need to re-stock your 
supply of detergent, softener or laundry bags.  

Jain’s Laundry also has the most efficient dryers on the 
market. Each dryer utilizes a new technology where they 
spin both clockwise and counter-clockwise, thus allowing 
for more even and efficient drying. This prevents items 
from getting bunched up in the middle and, for larger items 
such as comforters and blankets, stops them from getting 
tangled up and twisted.  The machines are also much more 
effective at preventing wrinkles.  

This family-owned and operated business had been 
offering these convenient services for over 20 years.  There 
is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff here, ready 

to meet the needs of all their residential and commercial 
customers.  You can stay in their clean waiting area 
between cycles or leave and return between loads.  There 
is always someone there to keep an eye on your clothes or 
help you as needed.  

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza on 
39 Putman Pike.  It is handicap accessible, and open seven 
days each week - from 8 am to 9 pm, Monday through 
Friday, and 7 am to 8 pm on Saturday and Sunday.  For 
more information about the services that are available, call 
231-7019.

Jain’s Laundry 
Wishing you a happy and “clean” holiday season

Come to this familiar site on Putnam Pike in Johnston and let Kaushal Jain help you carry the load this busy holiday season. 
The Jain family wishes you all a happy and joyful holiday season.
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RHODYPRINTS
is  proud
to offer

high quality
PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS to 

Advertise,
Motivate and 

Recognize
Your Business, 
Organization, 

Charity or 
Event!

For Every Occasion

BoB GiBerti
Manager of Promotional Products 

With over 20 years experience, Bob will
work with you to identify what products would

best promote your business or organization.

Contact Bob for more info
401-585-0700

bobg@rhodybeat.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS:
embroidered & Screenprinted Apparel

Uniforms •  Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars
Pens • Banners • Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings
Tote Bags • Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • MORE!

rhodyprints.com

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

• Creative Products 
• Innovative Ideas
• Personalized Service

By James Guilmette
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston Senior High School’s Na-
tional Honor Society just ran their an-
nual Toy drive in conjunction with the 
Johnston Police Department.

All toys and monetary donations that were col-
lected will go to the Toys for Tots Campaign. 

They collected the toys on the morning of Fri-
day, Dec. 10, while serving breakfast to the teach-
ers during a dress down day.

The toys will be distributed to those who most 
need them within the community this holiday sea-
son.

The High School’s National Honor Society com-
munity works in various different ways through 
things such as adopt a family campaigns and car-
oling in order to support any of those they can.

Editor’s Note: James Guilmette serves as a Junior 
National Honor Society member. Members of the John-
ston High School Student Council regularly submit ar-
ticles for publication in the Johnston Sun Rise.

We need a little 
Christmas, right 
this very minute!

DRESSED DOWN: The National Honor Society officers posed for a photo at the Dress Down last Friday. (Photo 
courtesy JHS Student Council)
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401-206-9393

DAVE T TEAM • Licensed In RI & CT

MartyWebberRealtor.com
401-206-9393
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Doing what’s right...for you!
greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, WarwickEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY NMLS# 1184630

GRAB A GREAT LOW RATE...
Before it’s TOO LATE! 

Don’t miss your chance! For help 
in choosing the right mortgage 
for your specific situation, contact 
our Mortgage Department at 
401-562-2729 – TODAY!

Greenwood 
Mortgage 
Refinancing
 Lower Payments
 LESS Interest
 Personal Service

Call today to reserve your advertising 
space in our monthly section:

RhodyHome
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder for one low price

732-3100

METRO

Safety might not be the fi rst thing people think of 
as the holiday season approaches. Faith, celebrations, 
decorations, and holiday dinners all come to mind 
when considering the holiday season. But that 
doesn’t mean safety should be left out of holiday 
planning.

Fire safety bears special consideration during the 
holiday season, when the prevalence of fi re hazards 
like Christmas trees, holiday lighting displays and 
other decorative items increase the risk for home 
fi res. Such tragedies can be averted with a few simple 
safety measures.

• Tend to your tree. Live Christmas trees are 
awe-inspiring, but they also pose a signifi cant fi re 
risk. The National Fire Protection Association urges 
celebrants to purchase only healthy trees with fresh, 
green needles that do not fall off when touched. Such 
trees are less likely to dry out, especially when well-
watered throughout the season. Dry trees can catch 
fi re more easily than healthy trees if embers from 
nearby fi replaces or candles drift in their direction.

• Recognize that location matters when 
decorating. The NFPA notes that Christmas trees 
should always be placed at least three feet away from 
any heat source, including fi replaces, space heaters, 
heat vents, candles, and even overhead lights. If 
decorating with candles, never place them on the tree 
or on tables where other fl ammable decorations have 
already been placed. Chanukah menorahs should 
never be placed near curtains or other decorations.

• Turn off all lights and extinguish all lit 
decorative items when leaving the home or going 
to bed. Lit candles and menorahs should never be 
left unattended. The NFPA recommends turning tree 
lights and exterior decorative lights off when leaving 
the home or going to bed. 

• Utilize a fi re screen on fi replaces. Embers can 
catch on trees, decorations or anything else that’s 

fl ammable if they escape the fi replace. Fire screens 
prevent that from happening by ensuring embers 
from burning logs stay in the fi replace. Like candles 
and menorahs, fi res burning in a fi replace should 
never be left unattended. Make sure all embers have 
been extinguished before leaving the home or going 
to bed.

• Keep discarded trees away from your home. A 
2014 analysis from the NFPA found that none of the 

ten days with the largest share of Christmas tree fi res 
were before Christmas. Dried out trees still pose a fi re 
risk even after they’ve been removed from a home. 
When discarding a tree at the end of the holiday 
season, place it at the curb or keep it a safe distance 
away from your home and garage until you can.

Fire safety measures are an important component 
of the holiday season that can prevent this joyous 
time of year from turning tragic.  TF21C573

How to reduce risk of home fires
this holiday season
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Donna DeLauro
Senior Real Estate Specialist

RE/MAX Real Estate Center
Founder of Mature Matters

Ho-Ho-Home
Holidays!!for the

As we come to an end of 2021, we can look 
back on this year as being an unusual one, 
to say the least. A year of transition, perhaps 
trying to recover from 2020, a year that 
changed our way of life in many ways.

 Some folks have returned to a sense of normality. 
Kids going back to school, many workers have gone 
back to their place of employment, some fi nding 
working from home to be the optimal choice, 
places of worship back open for service, stores 

reopening for indoor shopping, entertainment and 
functions once again available to enjoy. 

For many folks, spending more time at home has 
become a new normal.

As we enter the Christmas Season, we fi nd ourselves once again 
enjoying being in the company of friends and relatives for the 

Holidays. 
Some are comfortable returning to the stores to fi nd that perfect gift 

for our loved ones.
However, it’s sometimes a challenge to fi nd the right gift for that 

special someone on your list.
Maybe this year we think of something for the home to be enjoyed for 

years to come. Something that person will use while being home and 
think of you with a smile. 

Something that will be enjoyed by that one person, or maybe 
something everyone can enjoy while being home together.

After a long day at work or school, what will they come home to 
and really appreciate having?

For the kiddos, maybe an outdoor gift they’ll enjoy. Sports 
equipment and toys like basketball hoop, bike, roller blades, 
swing set; or games to bring the family together inside. 

Pajamas are always welcome, especially super comfy ones 
they will want to put on as soon 
as they get home! A warm soft 

blanket you can personalize with their 
favorite color or design. Maybe an art kit 
for the creative one. Package the gift with 
items included to make something…a 
sewing kit with material, buttons, 
zippers, thread and accessories. 

Adults may also love to receive a 
gift to be enjoyed in the home. Maybe 
a kitchen item for the chef in the 
house. Something they may not buy 
for themselves but can use to create a 

great meal or dessert. Maybe include a 
recipe and ingredients. I love putting 
gifts together so the person receiving 
it doesn’t have to buy something else 
in order to use it. 

Perhaps a cake or cupcake pan 
including the cake mix frosting sprinkles 

and even candles. 
My son gave me a Cricut machine last Christmas, and 

it is awesome. I make things for the house and family we 
all can enjoy.

TVs are more affordable than ever and the lucky 
recipient of that will think of you while watching their 
favorite show, or big game.

If you are shopping for someone who was 
fortunate enough to have purchased a new 
home this year, maybe a gift card to a local 
hardware store and wrap it in something that the 
new homeowner will remember you, like a candy 
dish or coffee mug.

Most importantly we are together again for the 
most part, and that will make this Holiday even more special.

As we close the year, I thought I’d include some year-end home 
sale statistics. Focusing on our single-family home sales in MLS which 
are up from 2020:

• 2020-year end there were 11602 single family homes sold. 
• 2021 Single family home sales as of 1st week in December are at 

10536, with 1711 in pending waiting to close for approximate total 
sales in 2021 at 12247.

• The median single family sale price in 2021 is $385000, up 14.9% 
from 2020

• There are just 898 Single family homes currently for sale or 
coming soon in R.I. which is low compared to the number of 
buyers looking to purchase.

It has been a very busy year in Real Estate for Realtors, sellers, 
and buyers.

I anticipate the same for 2022 if interest rates remain low and 
affordable.

Hopefully folks who have put 
off their decision to transition 
to upsize, downsize, or relocate will 
consider making their move in 2022, to 
increase opportunities for buyers and 
level out the playing fi eld. 

In any case I hope you enjoy the 
Holidays and have a safe, successful, 
and healthy 2022!

Donna DeLauro
ReMax Real Estate Center

Dedicated to providing quality service my 
clients deserve

Also proud founder of Mature Matters —
Senior Real Estate Specialists

401-486-6044
donnadelauro@hotmail.com
www.donnadelaurorealestate.com

Donna DeLauro
Senior Real Estate Specialist

RE/MAX Real Estate Center
Founder of Mature Matters
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RhodyLife
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t’s Sunday and time for George Shuster, Chris Lee, Stuart Malone, 
Dennis Demers and at least a half dozen more people to get out their 
suits.

The suits aren’t easy to put on or to maneuver in. It takes stretch-
ing, pulling and zippers to don a dry suit and an equal amount of ef-
fort to shed one. But a dry suit is vital apparel for those who brave the 
conditions to engage in a sport they love: frostbiting. They’re wearing 
their Sunday best.

There’s more to the church parallel than Sunday and suits. 
Sailors are known to think of sailing as a religious experience. 
They are close to nature, at the mercy of weather conditions and dependent on 

their skill and their vessel.  They are given the wind, the temperament of the sea, 
snow or rain and the tide. Yet, they have their boats, which in the case of Sunday 
frostbite sailing at Edgewood Yacht Club are Sunfi sh. 

The boats are made of fi berglass. They have a single mast with a lateen trian-
gular sail, centerboard that enables it to tack upwind and a rudder for steering off 
the transom.  The boats are unsinkable, but that doesn’t mean they don’t capsize. 

That happens and that’s why sailors wear dry suits and why the yacht club has 
a chase boat in the event a skipper needs assistance.

Sailing a Sunfi sh looks to be pretty simple.
After all there aren’t a plethora of moving parts. That may be so, but racing 

Sunfi sh with Sunday devotees of the EGYC Frozen Few is another matter. Little 
things, such as the positioning of one’s body weight, paying close attention to the 
angle of the wind that can mean a lift or a “header” and sail trim can mean the 
difference of leading or following the fl eet. 

There’s more to consider. 

�  SAILING - PAGE 27

It’s not church, but it 
doesn’t hurt to pray 

SUITING UP FOR SAILING: Zach Magnone of Warwick recently joined the Frozen Few at 
EGYC. He said he feels good about his performance so far. “Finished and it wasn’t dead last.”

I
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WARWICK SHOWCASE

WEST SIDE STORY
HHHH

(Classic Broadway Musical Soars)

Steven Spielberg has taken the classic 1961 movie and 
Tony Award-winning Broadway hit, retrofitted it , and 
given us a first class version of one of the best love stories 
since Romeo and Juliet.

I watched the original movie on TMC the other night, 
noticing the subtle differences and updating that added 
to the story.

The big screen allows for spectacular dance routines, 
shot from every angle imaginable, spreading over the 
streets, alleys, and neighborhoods of New York City’s 
West Side.

The opening sequence sets the tone, with fingers 
clicking to the jazzy da-dada-da-da background music, 
as we are introduced to the Sharks and the Jets.

Set against the background of a crumbling city, where 
buildings are being torn down and people displaced to 
make way for a ne Lincoln Center.

It is all about territory. The white Jets hate the Puerto 
Rican sharks for moving in. The local cops plan a dance 
to bring the groups together. Tony (he’s actually Polish) 
lays eyes on Maria. And they immediately fall madly in 
love.

They dance. Maria’s brother is outraged. A rumble is 
planned. It doesn’t go well.

That’s basically the story, and yes, it drags a bit over 
nearly two and a half hours.

But the music is so good. So memorable.
“Tonight”, “Maria”<, “America”.
Songs that will remain in your head long after you 

leave the theatre.
If you are a dance lover, you will marvel at the 

choreography.
The acting is also first rate, especially newcomer 

Rachel Zegler as Maria.
We have all seen the hype about Rita Moreno and her 

return to the movie 50 years later as the proprietor of the 
drug store where the kids hang out.

They don’t make ‘em any better than this.

NETFLIX

JOE BELL
HHH 

Arc Wahlberg stars as the title character in this true 
story about a father who walks across America to honor 
his 15 year-old gay son who has committed suicide.

Joe talks to people along the way, on the side of the 
road, in a diner, or at planned town and school meetings, 
preaching understanding, forgiveness, and the dangers 
of bullying to anyone who will listen.

The problems he encounters with other people are 
nothing compared to the conflicts going on inside his 
own head, as he struggles with his own feelings of guilt, 
anger, resentment, and motivation.

The movie movies back and forth from past to present, 
giving us insights into this complex human being.

AT THE AVON

THE FRENCH DISPATCH, described as Wes 
Anderson’s “love letter to journalists” is rounding outa 
record seven weeks at the Avon, where it has received 
mostly gl0wing reviews.

Set in an outpost of an American newspaper in a 
fictional 20th century French city, the movie tells three 
stories, with Bill Murray serving as the editor involved 
in each.

It is satire at its peak, often going over the top with its 
humor. If you like the outrageousness of physical humor, 
you should like t.

The sets are imaginative, the acting by more than two 
dozen familiar names is mostly over the top, but the 
movie has gained a cult following, especially in college 
communities.

BELFAST, Kenneth Branagh’s “intensely personal 
story” of growing up in Belfast during the late 1960s, is a 
touchy tale, filled with typical Irish humor.

My problem with  the movie is the Irish accents, 
causing me to miss much of the dialogue.

Most of the film is shot in black and white, using 
camera techniques that follow the actors as they move 
through the war-torn streets of their beloved city.

Branagh captures the fear of the poor residents and 
their concern for their children and their future.

At the center is a family striving to survive as seen 
through the eyes of nine year-old Buddy (Branagh). He 
sees and hears everything and tries to understand what 
is happening.

Add sub-titles, and you have one powerful look at the 
“troubles” in Belfast and their effect on its residents.

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 
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Sports

STAY CONNECTED
with all your local news...
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DRIVING: Johnston’s Derek Salvatore drives to the hoop on Tuesday. (Photos by Ryan D. Murray)

Panthers hold off           
Titans to open with win

By RYAN D. MURRAY

The Panthers boys basketball 
team went into a packed Toll Gate 
gymnasium on Tuesday night and 
edged out the Titans 52-48. It was 

the season-opener for both squads, 
who play in Division II. 

Johnston was led by Hunter 
Remington, a senior, who scored 
16 points. 

“Hunter’s our glue,” Panthers 

head coach Mike Bedrosian said. 
“Like I said to Hunter before the 
game, nobody can keep up with 
him 1-on-1. So, he’s got free reign 
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Which rinks are       
the state’s best?

This week’s item I 
wanted to touch on is 
something that I always 
have fun thinking about 
to myself, but never re-
ally thought of putting on 
paper until now, and it is 
how I feel about the state’s 
ice rinks.

At a hockey game I 
covered last week, I was 
speaking with another 
media member and we 
chatted about some of 
the local rinks. Things we 
liked, things we didn’t, the 
ins and outs. Here is my 
take on some of the rinks I 
have visited in my years in 
Rhode Island.

Of course, I have to start 
with the Thayer Arena 
right down the street. I re-
ally enjoy covering games 
at Thayer, mainly because 
it is spacious and warm. I 
am a huge baby with the 
cold, it is shocking that 
I am a native New Eng-
lander.

I’ve heard some com-
plaints of the ice condi-
tions due to the warmth in 
the building, but as a spec-
tator, I love that I can be 
comfortable wearing just 
a sweater. It also has good 
lighting, ample parking. 
I am a big fan of Thayer. 
I also did not know for 
quite awhile that there 
was a second rink in the 
back. What an awesome 
facility, having two rinks 
under one roof is such an 
advantage and I think it 
would be great to see the 
city take advantage of that 
luxury even more than it 
does. Of course, the rink 
out back does not provide 
the same seating, but I 
have seen rinks with few-
er seats hold high school 
games. The flexibility is 
such an asset. 

My least favorite, I will 
say bluntly, is the rink up 
on 146. For me, there are 
really no redeeming quali-
ties. It’s the coldest rink in 
the state that I have visit-
ed, poor lighting, tough to 
get to on 146 since it’s only 
accessible on one side of 
the highway. It’s also loud, 
and I don’t mean in a good 
way thanks to a devoted 
fan section, I mean the ma-

chinery and echoes, all of 
that. Between the cold, dif-
ficulty taking photos, hav-
ing choppy recordings to 
transcribe. Not a fan. 

I have grown to like 
Cranston’s rink quite a bit. 
Some people feel that it 
is in need of renovations, 
which is above my pay 
grade, but I enjoy the set-
up. I like how the stands 
are slightly raised which 
gives the fans a better view 
of the ice, I like the accessi-
bility on the ends for pho-
tos and access to the locker 
rooms. The bathrooms are 
a little dated and the light-
ing has a weird tint when 
looking at raw photos. 
Overall though, it’s a solid 
rink. Beware of the park-
ing lot though, it feels like 
every 10 feet there is a hole 
capable of snatching a hub 
cap. 

Speaking of a rink need-
ing renovations, Mount St. 
Charles’ Adelard Arena is 
perhaps the most talked-
about rink in the state. It is 
old and definitely outdat-
ed. I actually love the old 
time hockey vibes there, it 
feels like hopping in a time 
machine back 40 years.

Although as a fan that is 
nice, for the kids it is not. 
From what I understand, 
the locker rooms are tiny, 
hot. Some areas of the fa-
cilities are allegedly falling 
apart. My biggest gripe is 
without question the park-
ing situation. Once you 
enter the lot, you are stuck 
… even if you are one of 
the few lucky people to get 
a spot in the front lot, it’s 
almost not worth it thanks 
to the zoo it always is 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com
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■ Pitch
(Continued from page 21)

when trying to exit. I guess I’d say I 
have mixed feelings about it. 

The Levy rink up in Burrillville is 
nice. Certainly is well kept both on the 
ice and in the stands. Great lighting, 
fairly warm, easy to maneuver through 
when covering events. I also like how 
it offers both ice level seats and raised 
seating. It’s a quality rink. 

However, I was given a hard time 
when trying to enter as a media member 
some time ago … the associate working 
the front door was reluctant to allow me 
in with my league-issued media creden-
tial around my neck, saying that it was 
not adequate. I was eventually allowed 
in with media access, so no harm no 
foul. Just something that rubbed me the 
wrong way. Sorry for being petty.  

Another nice rink for many of the 
same reasons is the rink up in Smith-
field. My only real issue is that it is 
kind of a pain to move around in dur-

ing crowded games. Media access is 
restricted to the same side as the fans, 
which is fun during the game, but af-
terwards can be tricky when trying to 
crowd surf to the locker rooms. Parking 
is also limited. Overall though, it is a 
well-kept rink.

I also love the location. There are so 
many businesses in that neighborhood 
and I have always enjoyed catching a 
Friday night game and then grabbing a 
bite to eat after. So much to choose from 
within a mile. 

The last one is at Brown University. 
I have covered the high school play-
offs there, and there is something about 
being in the Ivy League arena that is 
tremendous. It also has that old time 
hockey feel, it almost feels like the kids 
should be playing with the old sweat-
ers you saw teams donning in the early 
20th century. The entire Brown neigh-
borhood is beautiful, but an absolute 
nightmare navigating when trying to 
find your way in while on a deadline. 
But as for the facility itself, I love it. 

No. 10 CCRI picks up victory
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The No. 10 ranked (NJCAA DIII 
Women’s Basketball Poll) CCRI Lady 
Knights basketball team hosted the very 
potent (9-1) Mustangs of Central Maine 
Community College on Sunday after-
noon. The Lady Knights defeated the 
Mustangs 64-49. With the victory CCRI 
finishes the semester with a 10-1 over-
all record and 6-0 record in Region XXI 
play.

The Lady Knights knew they had their 
work cut out for them in this contest as 
the Mustangs of Central Maine came 
into Sunday with a 9-1 record averaging 
84 points per game and were ranked No. 
3 by the USCAA in Division II Women’s 
Basketball (NOTE: USCAA players eligi-
ble for four years not two like NJCAA). 
However, the Lady Knights were riding 
a five game win streak and were looking 
to end the semester with another signa-
ture victory.  

CCRI fired out of the gates and scored 
the game’s first 10 points with a frenzy of 
defensive effort that led to great scoring 
opportunities which the Lady Knights 
converted into points. CCRI kept up the 

intensity through the entire quarter to 
go into the first quarter break with a 25-
11 lead. The Lady Knights utilized a bal-
anced attack led by Kayla Saddler (West 
Warwick, RI) and Chloe Rayko (Cov-
entry, RI) who each sank two 3-point-
ers. They were aided by center Maggie 
Schwab (Narragansett, RI) who added 
six points and Elizabeth Bruno (Provi-
dence, RI) who added five points includ-
ing a 3-pointer.

In the second quarter the Lady Knights 
maintained their defensive excellence as 
they held the high-powered Mustang of-
fense to just nine points while scoring 
13 points of their own led by freshman 
forward Ashley Lima (Cape Verde) who 
scored six points and Elizabeth Bruno 
who scored four points. In addition, 
Kayla Saddler added another 3-pointer 
while also applying tremendous defen-
sive pressure. The Lady Knights went 
into the halftime break leading 38-20.

After the halftime break both teams 
realized that defense, not offense, was 
going to be the key to victory in this con-
test. Central Maine was doing their all 
to match the defensive intensity of the 
Lady Knights and baskets became hard 

to come by.  The Mustangs played tre-
mendous perimeter defense as they did 
not allow a 3-pointer in the second half. 
The Lady Knights countered with unself-
ish play and guard penetration to out-
scored The Mustangs 14-12 in the third 
to take a 20 point lead 52-32 into the final 
frame.  Lady Knights’ guards co-captain 
Michelle Moreno (Providence, RI) and 
Chloe Rayko led CCRI with four points 
apiece in the third quarter.

In the fourth quarter Central Maine 
pulled out all the stops and went for 
broke as they brought their defense to 
another level which affected the Lady 
Knights adversely and helped The Mus-
tangs cut into the Lady Knights’ lead. In 
fact, with a little over two minutes left in 
the game CMCC had cut the lead to just 
10 points.  However, the backcourt tan-
dem of Michelle Moreno and Elizabeth 
Bruno combined for nine points in the 
final quarter as CCRI was able to extend 
their lead back to 15 points as they won 
by the final score of 64-49.

Leading the way for the Lady Knights 
was co-captain Michelle Moreno with 
a game-high 13 points with eight re-
bounds, five assists and three steals.  

Freshman guard Kayla Saddler came 
off the bench to score 11 points in-
cluding a career-high three 3-pointers 
on 3-for-5 shooting from beyond the 
3-point arc with two assists. Freshman 
center Maggie Schwab scored 10 points 
with eight rebounds and a blocked shot. 
Chloe Rayko added 10 points includ-
ing two 3-pointers with five rebounds 
and assist and a steal. Freshman for-
ward Ashley Lima scored nine points 
with eight rebounds, an assist and three 
blocked shots. Lima is ranked No, 5 in 
the nation with 23 blocked shots on the 
season. Elizabeth Bruno added nine 
points, four rebounds, three assists and 
two steals.                       

After the game Head Coach Doug 
Haynes commented: “Great team effort. 
Four players in double-figures. (Kayla) 
Saddler came off the bench and played 
a great game giving us a spark on of-
fense and defense. Overall a great team 
effort.”   

The next game for the Lady Knights 
will be Saturday January 8th at 1 p.m. 
when they will host the Seawolves of 
Southern Maine Community College 
from Portland, ME.  
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

Business Card
DireCtory

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel 
Uniforms • Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars

Pens • Banners • Padfolios • Holiday Cards
Key Rings • Tote Bags • Coolers • Watches

 Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-585-0700 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

Creative ProduCts • innovative ideas • Personalized serviCe

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offices

Family  law
landlord/TenanT  law

wills 
debT ColleCTion

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CrediT Cards aCCepTed

Lawn Maintenance
Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Mulch/Stone Work
Junk Removal 

...and Much More!

Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Schedule now and receive 
10%OFF  your � rst service!

FREE Estimates Within 24 Hours •  Licensed & Insured
489-9665  •  489-9665

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 21)

going to the basket when-
ever he wants to. In my 
eyes, he’s the strongest 
guy in the division, and 
he showed that today just 
within the first game. He’s 
our leader and we ride his 
back. So, it’s going to be 
like that all year for him.”      

Anthony Corsinetti, a 
junior transfer, finished 
second in scoring for the 
Panthers with 15 points.

“Anthony’s my guy,” 
Bedrosian said. “I’ve been 
coaching him since he 
was in the fifth grade. He 
has transferred over from 
Hendricken this year and 
all of these guys are ac-
cepting him into a part 
of this program, and they 
know that he’s going to be 
a big part of our season.”

Derek Salvatore, also a 
junior, finished third for 
Johnston in scoring with 
eight points.

Toll Gate was topped by 
Alex Usher, a senior, who 
contributed 18 points, 
while junior Jackson Ce-
helsky registered eight 
points, and senior Shawn 
Nolette, seven points.

The Titans jumped out 
to an early 4-0 lead when 
Usher scored with a put 
back before stealing the 
ball and driving down the 
lane and finishing with an 
emphatic slam dunk.

Johnston cut that deficit 
in half when Ryan Schino 
made a baseline jump 
shot.

Next, the Panthers drew 
an 8-6 lead when Corsi-
netti drilled back-to-back 
3-point baskets.

But then, Toll Gate went 
on a 10-5 spurt and led 16-
13 after one quarter.

Remington started the 
second quarter with three 
straight 3-point baskets 
and then Jayden Testa, a 
sophomore, added one of 
his own. After that, Neari 
Vasquez added a free 
throw and that gave the 
Panthers a 26-18 advan-
tage.

The Panthers contained 
that margin up until half-
time and headed into the 
break with a 30-22 cush-
ion.

Remington opened the 
third frame with a driving 
layup and that gave the 
Panthers its first double-
digit buffer at 32-22.

Toll Gate cut the deficit 
to 37-34 midway through 
the third frame when Ce-
helsky buried a corner 3.

However, Salvatore and 
Corsinetti answered with 
a layup each and Johnston 
led 43-36 after three quar-
ters.

Cehelsky started the 
final frame by burying 
a 3-pointer, and then a 
jumper, before his team-
mate Syriis Price, added 
a layup, and evened the 
score at 43 for Toll Gate.

The teams went back-
and-forth after that and 
were knotted again at 47 
with just three minutes to 
play.

Toll Gate went up one 
when Price made one-of-
two from the charity stripe 
with two minutes left,, but 
a minute later, Remington 
responded with a runner 
and that put the Panthers 
on top for good at 49-48.

The Panthers extend-
ed their margin to 51-48 

when Salvatore made two 
free throws with 20.1 sec-
onds left.

Cehelsky missed a 
3-point attempt after that 
and with 5.8 seconds to 
play Corsinetti sealed the 
deal with a free throw, 
which put the game out of 
reach at 52-48. 

“Our guys, they took 
a punch from them, but 
they never backed down, 
and they just know how to 
respond,” Bedrosian said. 
“We have a lot of leaders 
on this team that have 
been around for a while 
- a couple of guys, who 
played in the state cham-
pionship a couple of years 
ago, so no environment is 
too much for them, and 
that’s what I told them 
from Day 1.”

“I just love these guys,” 
Bedrosian reiterated. 
“They don’t back down 
and they just keep fight-
ing with things. I’ve got 
a lot of leaders on this 
team that really can take 
the role, and a lot of guys 
that can pick up the slack 
when things aren’t going 
well.”

Johnston moves to 1-0 
on the young season and 
hosts Tolman (0-1) next on 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

LEADING SCORER: Hunter Remington looks for space.

IN THE PAINT: Anthony Corsinetti works his way to the hoop.
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Turbine reefs could be largest expansion  
of underwater habitat in U.S. history

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

I am a fisherman that believes offshore 
wind energy and fishing can coexist and 
flourish together. We badly need offshore 
wind, and other renewable energy sourc-
es, to help stem the tide on climate change 
and its negative impacts on oceans, habi-
tat, fish and fishing. 

Sea level rise, habitat degradation, low 
water oxygen, ocean acidification and 
fish stock movement due to warming 
water have and are creating harm to fish 
and fishing on our waters locally, nation-
ally and throughout the world.

I have often scratched my head when 
I hear fisherman say wind farm pylons 
and turbines are going to be bad for fish 
and fishing, as I have never experienced a 
piece of structure that has had a negative 
impact on fishing. This includes natural 
structure such as ledges, reefs and rock 
piles as well as manmade structure such 
as jetties, ocean platforms, docks and arti-
ficial reefs of all types. 

Mussels and other organic materials 
grow on the structure creating life and 
attracting small fish and then bigger fish 
much the same way that a natural reef 
would.

Fish abundance in European wind 
farms that have been around for years 
is greater than fish abundance in control 
areas outside of windfarms. And, at the 
Block Island Wind Farm (the first offshore 
wind farm in America) in addition to 
mussels, scup, black sea bass and tautog 
at the base of the pylons and up the wa-
ter column on the sides of pylons we have 
larger fish such as striped bass and blue-
fish. This year we had more pelagic fish 
in the wind farm area than ever before in-
cluding bluefin tuna and mahi mahi.

So the science in Europe and at the 
Block Island Wind Farm is telling us that 
the structure created by offshore wind 
farms is having a positive impact on fish, 
habitat and fishing.

That is why I was pleasantly surprised 
when The Nature Conservancy and IN-
SPIRE Environmental released their 
highly-anticipated report, Turbine Reefs: 
Nature-Based Designs for Augmenting Off-
shore Wind Structures in the United States 
last week. The report at www.nature.
org/turbinereefs outlines an opportunity 
to create, enhance, and expand marine 
habitat for native fish, shellfish, and other 

species by creating artificial reefs at the 
bottom of offshore wind turbines. 

In a press advisory The Nature Conser-
vancy said, “To limit the worst effects of 
global warming and build a clean energy 
economy, coastal states are rapidly devel-
oping offshore wind power with plans to 
build more than 2,000 offshore wind tur-
bines by 2035.”

From my perspective through fishing 
community collaboration with scientists, 
developers and government agencies we 
can benefit marine life by enhancing habi-
tat and fishing while we stem the tide on 
negative climate change impacts with off-
shore wind.

The Nature Conservancy said, “Using 
an integrated approach when designing 
and constructing turbines can create new 
marine habitats in offshore waters for the 
first time, improve the health of fisheries, 
and reduce harmful greenhouse gas emis-
sions.” 

Tricia K. Jedele, The Nature Conservan-
cy’s offshore wind policy manager, said, 
“Without clean, renewable energy, the 
health of our oceans is at grave risk. By 
creating turbine reefs in partnership with 
offshore wind developers, we highlight 
how offshore wind can be part of the cli-
mate and biodiversity solution. We can 
enhance marine habitat and generate 
clean energy at the same time…The cre-
ation of turbine reefs would provide habi-
tat for a wide array of native marine life 
from South Carolina to Maine, including 
species important to commercial and rec-
reational fishing sectors.”

The Nature Conservancy said, “Pylons 
require placement of a layer of rock and 
other hard materials around its base to 
prevent erosion. If scientists and engi-
neers use nature-based design to select 
and purposefully place materials, native 
fish, shellfish, and other marine life would 
have many more spaces to live, eat, and 
reproduce.”

The Nature Conservancy has produced 
a short animation that demonstrates 
how nature-based design promotes reef 
growth at www.nature.org/en-us/what-
we-do/our-priorities/protect-water-and-
land/land-and-water-stories/wind-tur-
bines-restoring-habitat/#animationvideo 
.

The report also includes a product cata-
logue of U.S. made materials that engi-
neers can use to increase the ecological 

value of each turbine. It focuses on exist-
ing domestic products that can be used in 
or adapted for the offshore wind industry. 

We need to review possible negative 
impacts of offshore wind farms but just 
as important we need to be more open 
minded and explore potential positive 
impacts. At the Block Island Wind Farm 
commercial trawlers fish parallel to the 
wind farm, commercial and recreational 
rod and reel fisherman fish right up to 
the pylons, commercial gill nets and lob-
ster pots are set up right in the wind farm 
area. This is how it should be. Multiple 
users fishing in the same area, all because 
the fishing is good in the wind farm area.

Hats off to The Nature Conservancy for 
following the science and suggesting that 
“Nature-Based Designs” at the base of py-
lons are good for habitat and fishing.

 
Where’s the bite?
Freshwater. Anglers are reminded to re-

new their licenses for salt and fresh water 
for 2022. For licensing information and a 
list of trout stocked ponds in Rhode Island 
visit http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/
fish-wildlife/freshwater-fisheries; and 
in Massachusetts visit www.mass.gov/
freshwater-fishing-information 

Cod and tautog fishing. Tom Gid-

dings of the Tackle Box, Warwick, said, 
“Not many anglers are fishing in the cold 
weather and high winds we had earlier 
this week. But more are expected to fish 
as the weather improves as there still 
are tautog cod out there.” Anglers are 
reminded that their local bait & tackle 
shops have gifts for the angler at all price 
points. Consult with your shop owner as 
they can make suggests. Giddings said, 
“Just give us a call and we will make sure 
we are at the shop when you plan to stop 
by.” 

Most cod fishing vessels are taking on-
line reservations in advance. Cod fishing 
off Rhode Island and Massachusetts south 
of Cape Cod is a good bet in January. Par-
ty boats fishing for cod this winter include 
the Frances Fleet at www.francesfleet.com 
, the Seven B’s at www.sevenbs.com, and 
the Island Current at www.islandcurrent.
com .  

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master license 
and charter fishing license. He serves on a 
variety of boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on clean oceans, 
habitat preservation, conservation, renewable 
energy, and fisheries related issues and clients. 
Forward fishing news and photos to dmon-
tifish@verison.net or visit www.noflukefish-
ing.com.

FISH AT WIND FARM: Paul Eidman with black sea bass at the Block Island Wind 
Farm.  This year larger fish such as bluefish, striped bass, bluefin tuna and mahi 
mahi were in the area in too. (Submitted photo)
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach LOCAL

Customers!
ONLY 

$1500
 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY
Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick

823-8113
LIC. #345
LIC. #444

RI LIHEAP Vendor

• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• No Credit Card Fees
• Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100

Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO PAIR OF
EYEGLASSES

Select In-Stock Frame • Single Vision

$99
Bifocals $40.00 Additional

LIMITED TIME OFFER

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano
Registered Opticians

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386
453 Atwood Ave., Cranston

944-9380

New and Used 
Products 
And Gear

Licensed 
Inspection Station 

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS 

We Strive 
To Keep You Rolling 

471 George Waterman Rd.
 Johnston RI 

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 8AM-8PM

NOW SERVING
Pumpkin Coffee & 
Pumpkin Pancakes

Serving Fresh Seafood
7 Days A Week

WITH

Fish & Chips
 FOR ONLY 799

Small Pasta
w/ Choice of
(1) Meatball 
or Chorizo   599

M&M’s
401-270-7371
MM ss
DINER

What’s Cooking

5 George Waterman Rd., Johnston, RI 02919
401-233-0314

iwilliams@lazori.org www.lazori.org

We provide 
brokerage 
services for 
persons with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

FAX
IT

We can send or receive 
your fax documents: 
Send anywhere for only 
$3(+ tax) for the fi rst 
page and $1(+ tax) for 
each additional page. 
We will receive a fax 
for you at fax number 
(401) 732-3110...
only 75¢(+ tax) per page.

BEACON
COMMUNICATIONS

1944 Warwick Ave.
Warwick, RI 02889

Monday-Friday 8:45-4:30
(CASH ONLY)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN  _______________       DATE    ____________

# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIgIT CODE________________

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

$13.00/Week
$15.00 w/Bold

$14.00/Week
$16.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM✃

NAME   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  _______________________________

ADDRESS   _________________________________________________________________________________CITY  _____________________ STATE   _____________ ZIP _______________    

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm of 4 lines)

Mail coMpleted forM to:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue • Warwick, RI  02889

email: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

4 Lines / $1200* • $1.00 for each additional line
• Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
tUESDAY
at 10 AM

205  Yard Sales 750 Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

LEAD PRESCHOOL TEACHER: 
Part Time. Johnston. Must have 
ECE degree. RI teaching certificate 
or special education w/12 credits in 
ECE. Call 944-1285 or 255-5451.

500  Help Wanted

Classified Advertising
Deadline is Tuesday 10 AM

Church Rummage Sale – Saturday 
12/18 8am-3pm. 205 Hallene Rd, 
Warwick, 02886. Women’s clothing, 
children’s clothing and toys, house-
hold items and small appliances, 
deep freezer and refrigerator, multi 
purpose chairs, house decor, din-
ing room table, set of countertop 
stools, set of bar height stools, 
some Christmas décor.
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R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

933  Electrical

929  Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~

Interior/Exterior
Carpentry

Powerwashing
Houses & Decks    

465-7663 Reg. #20638 

936  Handyman

939  Moving & Storage

943  Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting
Masonry Work

All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695 
Free Estimates   Reg. # 37648

ALL SKILL
Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming

Stump Grinding
Lic. Arborist - Insured

401-924-2999

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial  ❖   Residential

Interior & Exterior
Painting  ❖   Wallpaper

Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100  Insured               

945  Painting

948  Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

960  Storage

STORAGE CONTAINERS
 For Rent. Stationary at 

Johnston location or mobile. 
We can bring to your

location for monthly rental. 
Very competitive, fast & 
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive

programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

965  Rubbish Removal

House Junk Removal
Garages • Basements

Small Demolitions 
Reliable Service

Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK  
REMOVAL & MORE

10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers 
placed at your location. 

Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous 
service. Call for pricing & availability, 

1st 401-626-8737
 2nd 401-837-0048.

Waugh & Sons
GUTTERS CLEANED!

We clear debris from gutters and down-
spouts, then hose out to ensure proper 

function. 
433-9549 

Insured • Reg. #39679

961  Gutters

949  Fencing

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of

Vinyl  ●    Wood  ●    Aluminum 
Chainlink  Fences

Insured ●   Free Estimates
 Call 228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Business 
ServiceS

Business
Services
ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more 
weeks in the

Johnston 
Sun Rise, 

Warwick Beacon 
& 

Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

The rules play into the 
outcome. Boats on a star-
board tack, with the wind 
coming off the starboard or 
right side of the vessel have 
rights over those on the op-
posite or port tack.  Vessels 
that foul another or hit a 
rounding mark are required 
to do a penalty turn. There’s 
also the start to consider that 
can determine the outcome 
of a race. A boat ahead of the 
rest of the fleet has clearer air 
and hence sails faster than 
the others. Yet, boats over 
the starting line early must 
return and restart, which of-
ten puts them in the back of 
the fleet.

Sunfish race committee 
chair Stuart Malone, often 
the only person on the com-
mittee boat, sends the boats 
off on the first of a half dozen 
races about 11 a.m. No races 
are started after 1 p.m.

A 20/20 rule is applied to 
conditions. If winds are over 
20 knots or the temperature 
below 20 degrees, racing is 
canceled.

Sailors start show-
ing up an hour early to 
rig their boats, pull on  
their wet suits and 
check out the condi-
tions and the competition.  
Competitors — men and 
women — range in age from 
15 to their sixties. Also, the 
club welcomes nonmem-
bers and provides loaners to 
those who want to give it a 
try. The seasonal fee is $100. 

The photos accompany-
ing this story were taken on 
Dec. 5, a relatively light air 
Sunday. 

Last Sunday, however, of-
fered dramatically different 
conditions with some gusts 
over 20 knots. A lot of boats 
capsized. Two of the nine 
boats racing turned back.

It’s Sundays like those 
when sailors are thankful for 
their attire…and probably 
do considerably more pray-
ing than in church. (Text and 
photos by John Howell)

READY FOR 
THE CHASE: 
Dennis Demers 
mans one of two 
chase boats on 
the course. Ian 
Cozzens and 
Ray Parker are 
also out there 
setting marks and 
assisting sailors 
who need it.

TRAFFIC JAM AT THE START: Racers vie to be first over the starting line. If they 
misjudge it or are forced over early by a leeward vessel it means having to restart.

TRAVELING TO RACE: Dejan Radeka who lives in Middletown and is a diehard 
sailor, find frostbiting “gives me something to do in the off months.”

IDYLIC? The morning sun glistening on the Providence River can make for seemingly idyllic conditions, but wind, snow 
and temperature can change that.  

■ Sailing
(Continued from page 18)
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HOME HolidaysHfor 
the

Call 1-833-511-2653 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H2YH26

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping and handling per pack 
to 48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply.     IC:  H2YH26

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special, limited-
time offer!

ORDER NOW! 1.844.540.2091 ask for 65658TKD
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1399

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 
8 free (5.3 oz.) Filet Mignon Burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes (65658). Free product(s) 
may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Off er available while supplies last. Cannot be combined 

with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.  

The Delightful Gift
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
65658TKD   separately $223.93*

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE $9999

FREE
Get 8 PureGroundTM

Filet Mignon Burgers

1-866-238-2742
Visit PittmanDavis.com/P2YG25
Only $19.99 (reg. $40.99), plus FREE Shipping.* Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
Order by December 17, 2021 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  IC:  P2YG25

* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states.

NOW ONLY 
$1999

Was $40.99
FREE Shipping*

Full of 
Vitamins

C & A
Sunbelt Fruit Medley

HOME
Holidays

for the

Quality At Its Finest

401-231-9174 • www.lanzifurs.com
1854 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919

Free Layaway

FFinest

Special Holiday SALE 
Now � rough Christmas

Many styles 
60-80% OFF
Shop Early for Best Selection

FUR COATS,  JACKETS,  VESTS,  
REVERSIBLES, HATS, GLOVES,  
SCARVES, CAPES,  RAINCOATS 

& ACCESSORIES• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Want Comfort?
The Feeling is“Mutual!”

WE
CONVERT
OIL TO
GAS

MUTUAL
HVAC SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Mutual Engineering

I� y��� h��� �ea�� f�� ��� h��id�y�?
OPEN DAILY

Monday 12pm - 6pm
Tuesday-Friday 10am - 7pm
Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday 10am - 2pm

641 WARWICK AVE., WARWICK, RI 02888 • 401.781.2526

PREPARED FOODS
FISH & CHIPS EVERY WED. & FRI.  Stop In or Call Ahead

We are a small fi sh market that prides itself on quality and freshness!!
Fish comes in every day from numerous boats

Our shrimp is all wild white from the gulf  —
Discounts on boxes of all sizes of shrimp 

Prepared Food: Stuffed Shrimp • Stuffed Lobsters • 3 Kinds of Stuffi es
Stuffed Mushrooms • Clams Casino • Fried Calamari • Fried Smelts

Impress your family and friends with some of the freshest seafood you will ever eat!! 

Shop with us at

Shop
with us & get

something you 
can’t get
shopping
online –
a smile!

Book your 
Holiday Party 
with us today
Call 401 349-0557 

or email
Tumblesalts.events

@gmail.com

Perfect for offi ce & business 
parties or friendly gatherings

Space is limited – reservations and deposit required

2207 Mineral Spring Ave, North Providence

10 Morgan Ave., North Providence
formerly the Hopscotch Christmas Store

401-349-4409 
www.hopscotchroom.com

– We’ve Moved! –
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